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When They Were PUSHED INTO THE SEA, May 1948
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viduals each according to his interest: private or general.

A biography of people who were uprooted from their homes and stayed alive

calling for a return day.

Researchers, who are interested in the issues of archiving and preservation of
oral history in writing, are always stressing that it is important for any individual
to contribute in writing his history, especially the history of the calamity and
immigration. Let this book add to the general record: A small addition in the

love of Jaffa and the usurped home.
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This book

It is not easy for a person to tell the secrets of his life or its details. Nobody
may be concerned about such secrets or details but the person himself. One
might consider them meaningless or of any interest to him because these mem-

ories are separated from the memories that came before and after.

However, this autobiography may not concern the family members — whose
number exceeded a hundred - alone. In fact, it is a biography of immigration
from homeland and living in another, which become “another home” to them.
In that new home, they had intimate relationships with its society .. they loved

it and it loved them back.

The family acquainted with this society which gathered Bedouins, civilians
and peasants; villagers, Circassians, Jordanians, Syrians and Palestinians. Girls
and boys had their education on school benches with Jordanian girls and boys
and had good relationships with hundreds of them, whom they loved and with

whom they had beautiful and unforgettable memories.

Later on, they gave their sons and daughters to them in marriage and thus
bonds of kinship, acquaintance and love enhanced between them. Then they all
engaged in social, practical, union and political activities what made love and

respect prevail in all aspects.

This autobiography may match of the autobiography of tens or maybe hun-
dred of families. If you changed the names of its characters, it would become the
autobiography of another family .. or else, what is the meaning of one nation,
who has the same hopes, the same pains, dreams, customs, traditions and the

same interests?

It is a modest autobiography which we offer to the reader to be read by indi-
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The End

When a hundred or more of her grandsons and their spouses carried her to
the cemetery .. she requested to be buried in what is called “Fustoqiyya” - an

underground room - as her granny Um Hassan was buried in Jaffa.

She passed away not knowing - and nobody was aware - that one of her

grandsons has gone faraway to fight for the sake of Jerusalem and Palestine.
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In great grief that broke the hearts of her lovers, acquaintance, neighbors,
her daughters and their relatives .. the hearts of Amman society from support-
ers and immigrants, Syrian, Circassians, Palestinians and even Armenian and
Kurds, Huda said farewell to her son and trusted Allah on his soul for Allah

takes care of His deposits.
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I Left him in Custody of his Creator

After the death of his eldest son, sickness didn’t leave Mohammad him long.
They say severe sadness leads to diseases and that was the case with Mohammad

who was attacked by Cancer which made him very sick.

Huda sat at her son’s feet on his bed praying for him to get well. “O God,
please take my life and give it to him .. O God, please leave him to his children.

As for me, I had enough of life”.

The chemo doses he took in America had affected his appearance and hair,
and when he arrived at the airport in Amman, Huda stood to welcome him as

he returned with his brother and his wife but she barely knew him.

Why does Chemotherapy affects the human in such way? Swelling in certain
stage and then the hair falls .. leanness in some stage and the skin becomes red

then turns to black .. then the skin becomes aged and loses its brightness.

Huda sat at his feet for he is her eldest son. She waited for him with all
eagerness of motherhood. She felt happy with every school certificate he ob-
tained from first grade until he became a doctor and then when he specialized

in psychiatry.

Why O God do I see him now dying in front of my eyes? What is the wis-
dom behind that? This is your wish O God and I do not object on it. I just wish

you would take my life instead for I can bear no more.
Death was stronger than invocation for to Allah belong the keys of the heav-

ens and the earth, he in whose hand is the dominion and he is able to do all

things. He has predetermined and what he wishes to do he does.
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Did she cry? Did she tear her dress? Did she explode?

She fell on the floor and said, “You broke my back, Mohammad .. You broke
my back .. My back is broken .. My back is broken.

It was the hardest moment a human being can live .. for the death of a grand-

son has another taste .. and the death of a grandson who is an orphan without a

mum is something else.
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Faheenvs aunts hid the cry in their chests and the latent wailing rose from

the depth while watching their mother receiving the news.

Wasn't she his granny, his nanny, his beloved and his mum? Didn’t she look
after him in every stage of his life? Didn’t she endure his problems or rather his

misery?

For fifteen years of his life, his mother never asked about him. His longing
was like fire. He wanted badly to see her or to know that she cares for him. Isn’t
it the simplest right of children that his mother asks about him and care for
him? Why do all children in school have young mothers who look smart and
ask about their children - his friends - while he has an old granny who might

not understand all his needs.

One day his aunt came from Kuwait to visit his grandmother in Amman.
She went to school to ask about him. Nobody knew that she was his aunt and
so when she asked about Faheem, his friends thought that she was his mother.
They ran to him and told him to come and see his mum. How did he feel at that
moment? How did he run to see her? How did he imagine her appearance, her
hair, her eyes? Will she hug him after those years? Why did she leave him all that

period and now came to ask about him?

But alas! she wasn’t his mum. She was the aunt. Oh, how can dreams crash

so quickly!
The grandmother stood at the door not believing what she heard. Her son
has told her something cruel and surprising that her mind wouldn’t accept ..

your grandson Faheem passed away!!

What? What? What are you saying? Who? Faheem?

111



soul returned to Allah the One and the Subduer.

When the girls gathered in the evening of the Eid at their brother Moham-
mad>s house, the grand obsession was how to transfer the painful news to the

grandmother.

The grandmother who looked after Faheem the grandson eighteen whole

years, and then he comes back to her in a coffin!!

The grandmother who received a phone call from her grandson in America
saying to her, “Don’t die before I come back to you .. I love you granny .. wait for

>

me” .. is no longer alive to return!!

The grandmother who was waiting for him to come back to her holding the

his university certificate and now they say he is dead!!

“Granny, I want fried potatoes .. Granny, I don’t want these trousers .. Gran-
ny, I want to go with my friends to the movies .. Granny .. Granny..”. All what
she thought of was him .. his problems, his study, his clothes, his friends .. There
is no harder than to raise an infant then a teenager then a young man full of

activity and energy.

When the grandmother arrived at her son’s house in the morning of that
ominous day and when she saw all her daughters standing behind their brother
in order not to look at her, she felt that something wrong has happened. Her eyes

wondered before her tongue spoke .. what happened? what is wrong?
Quickly and without hesitation, the grieving son said to his mother, “Dear

Mother .. your grandson Faheem had died .. he had a car accident and he passed

»
away’.
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Faheem the grandson was the center of love from all the family for a person
with no mother, all aunts, teachers and even neighbors become his mother in a

healthy manner sometimes and unhealthy manner some other times.

“What does he study? What does he eat? Where does he go? Who are his
friends?, playing football is enough for him. Why going to the cinema? Why
doesn’t he visit his uncles? Did his mother ask about him? Poor little boy, may

Allah be with him”

“Poor little boy, may Allah be with him?”

His mother being away from him created a perplexing, annoying and pain-
ful situation to him and to everybody, especially his father who was unable to
answer his childs frequent questions, “where is my mother? Why doesn’t she ask

about me? Why doesn’t she come to my school parties?”

Whenever he got the shield of championship in a football game, he wished
his mother was there to greet him .. whenever he obtained a certificate of supe-
riority at school, he wished his mother was among the attendants in the celebra-
tion. On mother’s day, family day, Eid Al-Fiter or even workers day, he wished
his mother was there to see his new clothes and say how handsome he was as
everyone else around him. She is a mother! Allah granted her a great status and
at the same time imposed on her the duty of nurturing her little child .. so why

did she leave him?

When he traveled to America - the country of his citizenship - to study in its
universities, he only said goodbye to his mother over the phone. When he was
driving his car to go to the university on that day, he was thinking of her and the
life he spent away from her. He was also thinking of his grandmother who raised
him and what would his future be if his grandmother died and he could not see
her any more. Suddenly, in seconds that no one can specify, estimate or balance

except the Almighty God alone, his car bumped into a cement wall and his pure
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You Broke my Back, Mohammad

The girls stood at the door of their brother Mohammadss house in the
evening of “Al-Fiter” Eid or feast. Each one of them was in her house preparing
for celebrating the coming Eid - Eid cookies, new clothes, cleaning the house -
when their phones rang to tell each one of them to go to their brother’s house for
a very important matter. They received news from America stating that Faheem

the grandson, who was studying in America, had a car accident and died !!

How would a young man whose age did not exceed eighteen die just like
that? Does any body dare - but the angel of death - to take the soul of a young
man who hasn’t seen life yet? After all the suffering which the parents suffered to
raise their children while they are little then teenagers then young .. Is it possible

that someone comes to take their souls and take them away from their families?

Faheem the grandsomns attachment to his grandmother Huda and his father
Mohammad was not normal. His situation was special and thus his death was

special too.

After eighteen months of his delivery and after his parents returned back
from America to work in Kuwait, his parents separated and the mother left her
son “to live her life” and so the father carried his son and let his grandmother

take care of him.

The situation was not easy at all because the grandmother is now old. She
had raised ten children and most of them got married. When she felt that it was
time to rest, her son came to ask her to leave her house in Amman and start

taking care of his infant in Kuwait.

Since the situation was difficult, the father was forced to leave his job in

Kuwait and return with his child to Amman.
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which go back to the times of Ottoman and the government of British Mandate.
But where are those title deeds while some had been lost and what was left
had been destroyed by the British government and the Israeli occupation gov-

ernment either deliberately or due to bad storing and time?

The dossier “What was left for you” is still in one of the drawers waiting for

someone who would solve its case with the cases of just solution.

Unfortunately, Faheem the grandson is no longer there to pursue the whole

issue!!
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Faheem the Grandson

Do we let our youngsters carry more than they can, or we should instill in
them our hopes, dreams and wishes so they might achieve some of them when

they get older?

Didn’t we always hear that the Jewish woman used to shake her baby while
saying “I would cut my right hand if I ever forget you, Yerushalaim”, so why we
worry from carving the expressions of return and right to return constantly in

our children’s minds?

When Mohammad received his eldest son, he named him - as the family
customs - after his father’s name .. for that was something unquestionable to call
the eldest son after his grandfather whether his wife liked the name or not. Fa-
heem - the grandson - was holding the full name consisting of four forefathers.
All the family kept on believing that the holder of this name will do what the
grandfather had to do .. that is going back to Jaffa and to all the stolen property.

So is that possible ?

How many times did Faheem - the grandson - and the other grandsons
from the same family, who carry their grandfathers> names, hear this continuous

burdening of their duty to pursue their looted rights?

Since the grandson Faheem was born in America and held the American
Nationality, and when the family had more than one grandson from her other
sons, holding American or Canadian Nationality , all the aunts and uncles con-
tinue explaining to them and hold them responsible for claiming their family
rights even if “judicially” for the “reason” — which governs all life matters except
anything related to the Jews - confirms the possibility of claiming the lands

and real estates registered in the name of the family by title deeds “Kawasheen”
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year of Calamity «1948» after the massacre of “Deir Yassin” that was the corner
stone of mass immigration of most Palestinian villages at that time? Is it enough
to start charitable societies in Kuwait, Amman, Zerka or Beirut and to educate
young men and women in this camp or that and to participate in political and

non-political lectures, demonstrations or workshops?

How many activities in the field of education, health, culture, literature, re-
ligion and others to uphold the Palestinian cause do Arab people in general and
Palestinian people in specific participate in? How many son of this nation car-
ried weapons officially and non-officially with the army or secretly and in public
with the Palestinian commandos or with this party or that front? But... But it
is “delinquency” that Huda with her extended family kept on feeling because
their homeland is still occupied and the land is still usurped .. because prisons of
the enemy are still filled of Palestinian prisoners .. because Jaffa and its sons are
still having no human rights but rather suffer from unemployment and drugs ..
because Gaza is still under siege without fuel or food and because poverty is still

the master of the situation in camps.

Delinquency is still wrapping all the people of Palestine and the Arab and

Islamic nation.
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Delinquency

After the war of attrition: Ramadan or November war in which Egypt and
Syria gained complete superiority over Israeli forces in the year 1973, Israel is-
sued a book titled “Al-Mehdal” which means oversight or delinquency. The book
dealt with the reasons of delinquency or slackness in the Israeli entity which led

to this defeat in front of the Egyptian and Syrian forces.

The Israeli government formed a committee consisting of six figures to call
to account the head of State “Golda Meir” and her minister of defense “Moshe
Dayan’, the Israeli intelligence Body and the leaders of the Israeli army in order
to identify reasons of the Israeli forces defeat in front of the Egyptian forces in
“Sinai” and the fall of “ Bar Lev line” east Suez Canal, and also their loss in front
of the Syrian forces in “Golan Heights” All of was done first to determine the
people responsible for slackness in the defense and second to gain victory over

the “enemies”.

Though many years passed on Jaffas fall and the defeat of the Arabs facing
Israeli forces, the feeling of slackness was still filling the soul of Huda, her daugh-
ters and sons because anyone who carries a concern and a cause has to think
about it and works on it day and night: in wishes; in dreams; in writing; in thea-
tre; in education; in family gatherings; in reception days; in charitable societies;

in clubs and with national celebrations.

Who carries the responsibility of slackness in the Palestinian cause? What

should the Palestinian people do to address the sides of slackness?

Is it enough to share, support and donate to an evening about Jaffa here or
there? Is it enough to participate, boost and donate in a charitable lunch party to
support Jerusalem here or there? Is it enough to uphold the institution of Arab

Children House for orphans in Jerusalem - the house that was founded in the
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Fortunately, no, as the girls had discovered later another place in which
other papers, documents and title deeds were kept, all in the name of the family
in Jaffa and the Jews didn’t know about. Then, the process of restoration and

archiving started but after years.

In librarianship, researchers study modern scientific ways of restoring man-
uscripts and old papers, but in the case of those documents, restoration was not
done in the scientific way. The youngest daughter put a transparent adhesive on
the papers with folded edges, then she scanned them and saved them on a CD
while she kept the originals in dossier. That was a normal unprofessional proce-

dure but still satisfying: She did something.

She tried individually to ask if the Department of Land and Survey in Am-
man keeps title deeds of Palestine lands from the time of British Mandate. One
of the officials told her that as far as he knows, there are no originals to such doc-
uments and that water had spoiled some old documents because of bad storage.
He added that Britain might have kept some but reaching them is hard or even
impossible, and said, “It is true that the Ottoman government kept many records
for Palestine but reaching such documents individually might be impossible. It is

something that has to be done by States not individuals”.

The youngest daughter kept what was left of documents and title deeds in
the dossier she named «what was left for you» and kept the CD. She then tried to
distribute copies of the CD to young men and women of the family in addition
to the cousins and to whoever “dreams” of going back or restoring the stolen

rights.

Who of the sons or grandsons can assume this task? and to what extent will

he/she succeed?
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Title Deeds (Kawasheen)

When Faheem, his work and his family moved from Jaffa to Ramlah, the
most important things he took with him were the title deeds of the lands, shops
and real estates as well as all the official documents of the family and the children
for he knew that these papers are very valuable and very important in the life of
any individual. It is true that he did not expect that they will not return to Jaffa
and that another person become in charge and started his job in managing the
“endowment” for the sake of the family, but such documents are of great impor-
tance and thus he was careful to keep them in the most important place in the

truck which took him to Ramallah and then to Amman.
Were these documents safe and far from the Jews> hands?

The importance of those yellow old worn papers, which were written by
hand and Chinese ink, some of which goes back to the Ottoman period and
some to the British rule. They were moved without care by the family from one
place to another, and when the Jews entered the city of Ramallah, where Huda
lives with her papers, in 1967, the only thing that the Jewish soldier took was
the carton that contained all papers, documents and title deeds, which proved
the ownership of the family to their land and the dates of such ownership. The

carton also contained certificates of Huda>s children in Palestine.

Neither Huda nor anyone else could or dared to stop the Israeli soldier, who
was fully armed from head to toe, or prevent him from taking anything in any
place and at any time. This carton was pulled away very easily as you pull a hair
from a dough, no proof, no claim and no objection. Huda stayed for years be-

moaning that carton exactly as she bemoaned thousands of other things.

Was that carton carrying all the documents?
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After education comes marriage .. that is the rule of Allah over his creation ..
and that is the faith of poor servant of Allah .. that the money of education and

marriage shall be made available and blessed by the Creator.
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Was it possible for the little girl to stay away from that political and enthu-

siastic environment?

She joined the General Union of Palestinian Students in Cairo and the Un-
ion of Palestinian Woman. She also participated in the political discussions with
different party members and with leading figures in the Egyptian State. She was
waiting with her friends for the great victory in the coming battle with the Israeli
enemy as the «Conqueror» and the «Victorious» rockets as well as the torpedoes
of naval ships and the tanks and equipment of the army and its aerial, naval and

terrestrial equipment will no doubt end the war with victory.

When the crushing defeat took place in 1967 and the girl walked in Cairo
streets with the crowds to condemn the withdrawal of the “Leader of Nation” as
a confession of defeat, and when things calmed down, she couldn’t go back to
her house in Ramallah in Palestine because borders have moved from their first

location and another lands were annexed to the Israeli occupation.

Will wars end? Will the human suffering stop?

Wars, since Adam’s time and till God inherits the earth and what’s on it, will
continue. Killing Abel by the hands of Cain was just the first war in which the

world lost quarter of its residents.

Anyway, life doesn’t stop and Huda’s responsibility of teaching her children
must continue .. she still has two sons - khalil and Mahmoud - who were born

after the calamity.

Khalil traveled to Cairo to study communication engineering and then
Mahmoud traveled to England to study engineering too. Mahmoud continued
his study until he obtained the PhD certificate from the University of Manches-

ter in England.
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Occupied Lands

When her youngest daughter traveled to Egypt to study in Cairo University,
Huda couldn’t imagine that her daughter will not be able to return to her home
in Ramallah because of a new war. In fact she didn’t say goodbye to her before
she left for she felt it was a burden on herself .. she was her youngest daughter
and the only one remained with her after the marriage of all her elder sisters.
Huda thought that traveling alone might expose her to social, political or eco-
nomic problems. In addition, she had no father then to carry the responsibility
of her travel and expenses, but her daughters superiority at school and her de-
termination to travel after being granted a scholarship from The United Nations

Relief Agency (UNRWA) for teaching Palestine Refugees forced Huda to accept.

The mother didn’t say much to her daughter .. only a word or two: “take care
and make sure to keep the reputation of the family. Love doesn’t come from the
first sight, so don’t make relationships with any young man who is not suitable

to our family in terms of religion or social status”.

Huda left her house to live with one of her relatives until her daughter trav-

eled, because saying goodbye is painful.

Cairo was in the era of the big national uprising in the reign of “Jamal Abdul
Nasser”, who used to inflame the feelings of Arabs from the gulf to the ocean
with his patriotic speeches. Palestine cause, expulsion of imperialism and resist-
ing the occupation were the most important “topics” in all his speeches. In fact,
Huda’s family used to listen to all his speeches and follow his political stands one
by one: nationalization of the Suez Canal; building the high dam; holding off the
Triple Aggression; declaring unity with Syria; building Egyptian military force;
importing Soviet and Czech weapons; fighting corruption; distributing agricul-
tural lands on farmers; and many other causes which inflamed the enthusiasm

of Arab citizens everywhere.
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Didn’t the poet “Bshara Al-khoury” say:

Ask heaven and time about us

Have we ever revoked a commitment since they knew us?

The chivalry rooted in us

is still running like fire in our blood

The entry of these trucks, its cargo and the rough roads in addition to the

severity of the siege, scarcity of medical items in the college and the loyalty of

this student were the talk of the whole city.
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The young man traveled alone to Mosul and his mother was worried all the
time about her son and his life in that far city .. how would she leave him to the

unknown?

The college was new. It was established before two years only .. so how would

she know he is all right?

She made up her mind and decided to travel to Mosul through Damascus to
Aleppo and then to the east to reach the Iraqi - Syrian borders and from there
to Mosul .. a long distance .. thousands of kilometers. She reached him, reassured

herself that he is fine and then went back. What a long tiring trip it was!!

But the world at that time was not like today. The siege on Iraq today is from
every side, and the western countries are planning to swoop down on it at any
moment. Israel is also urging America to crash Iraq and demolish all its achieve-

ments .. so how can her son risk himself and his money and travel to Mosul?

Few days later, Mohammad loaded three trucks with medical items, the price
of which were collected from his own money and from his relatives and friends,

and went to Mosul to deliver them to his college.

When he entered the medical college, the dean and professors didn’t believe
their eyes. Some of them recognized this Jordanian-Palestinian student, but they
never imagined that he would be back carrying their favor in his heart for teach-
ing him and remembering the big role of Iraq in supporting the Arab nation

causes, revolution Palestinian rebels including his uncle Khalid.

Mohammad had continuously heard about the heroism of the Iraqi army in
the Palestinian war. He also read about the cemetery allotted for Iraqi soldiers in
“Jinin”. So if both of us didmn»t attain victory in their struggles, should we betray

our pledge?
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Have we ever revoked a commitment

since they knew us?
Mohammad entered the room and told his mother Huda about his intention

to travel to Mosul in Iraq:
- Now, while the siege on Iraq is in its utmost?
- Yes, now and because the siege is in its utmost.
- But why?

- I studied medicine in Mosul and had been educated by the best Iraqi pro-
fessors. They gave me the best of what they master of science, human relation-
ships and care. The siege had consumed all what they had. So would you donate
with me to buy medical items so that I can send them to the medical college in
Mosul? They are now in dire need of first aid medical items, surgical threads, se-
rums, injections, x-ray films, medicines and other things that you are not aware

of which colleges of medicine need.

Huda immediately recalled the day on which he was accepted in the college
of medicine in Mosul and how she traveled to make sure he was all right. That
was in the early sixties. The financial situation of the family was fair, but it wasn’t
enough to spend on the house, children and university study too. So she sent a
letter to her brother-in-law “Haj Khalid” in Beirut to ask him if he can help in
providing a scholarship to his nephew to study in Mosul.

Haj Khalid was - by virtue of his job at the Arab Higher Committee - re-
sponsible for sending Palestinian students to study in the universities of some
Arab countries and eastern Europe states. Haj Khalid agreed to send his nephew

to Mosul.
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velopment” and one in Zerka under the name “Arabic Jaffa Society” in the year
1990. Jaffa girls participated as a basic element in the Society in Amman. Ift-
ikhar, Izdihar and Rawda were members in the successive Administrative bodies
of the Society. They all participated in all its performances, social and funding

activities in addition to the discussion and reminiscence evenings.

On the other hand, Iftikhar shared in the preparation of a book under the
title “Jaffa Scholars” published by the Society. “Rawda” also had been the chief
editor of “Floka Periodical” magazine and arranged for a play under the title
“Iskandar Awad Street” - one of Jaffa>s important streets — which shed light on
an important historical era of Jaffa as well as the details of the incident of the
six-month strike in 1936 and how the British pulled down its trade area with
the lanes and narrow houses with the pretext of beautifying the city, whereas the
purpose was destroying Arab rebels who used to hide in these alleys away from

the tanks and machines of British soldiers.

Jaffa history have never been and will never be obliterated from the minds of
its people .. the names of its old neighborhoods - “Al-Ajamy, Al-Nuzha, Al-Man-
shia and Sakanet Abu kabeer” - will never be forgotten and will be kept in their
minds and souls .. “Abu Naboot”, “Khan Al-Dirhally” and “Al-Mahmoudia ”
drinking fountains will remain implanted in their minds. In fact, every stone or
tree in Jaffa has been turned over and searched in beneath and from behind to

look for the history of this beautiful city.
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History of Jaffa

Jaffa is one of the oldest coastal cities on the Mediterranean .. the heart of the
old world. They say that its name “Jaffa” came from the Canaanite word “yafo”
which means “the beautiful”. So it is the beautiful city, and it is really beautiful -
as agreed on by all the people who have seen it. Maybe the high hill on its coast,
its soft sand and its trees have given it all this beauty .. or else, how is it different

from the coastal cities on the Mediterranean?

Why do historians, tourists, its residents and its name assert that it is a

beautiful city?

Very many books talked about Jaffa. All the military campaigns since the
reign of “Alexander of Macedon”, or rather since the time of Pharaohs and the
civilization of Mesopotamia, talked about Jaffa and how armies entered it .. how
it was occupied or how its garrison defended the city or how invading armies
retreated without being able to break through its walls. All world encyclopedias,
old and new, talks about Jaffa, its harbor and the wars that took place on its soil.
All ancient and recent books allocated considerable number of pages for Jaffa.
When the calamity occurred and Jaffas people dispersed all over the world, and
when nostalgia started invading their hearts, and when the Palestinians and
Jaffa people brought themselves, their minds and thoughts together .. and when
they felt their pens, books started to be published about Jaffa. One can find such
books anywhere - for instance - “Jaffa the Eternal Longing” by Sameer Fawzy Al-
Haj; “Jaffa: Scenes of Yearning and Nostalgia” by Taher Qalyubi; the encyclope-
dia of “Pretty Jaffa” by Ali Al-Bawwab; “Jaffa History from the Oldest Centuries
to Present Time” by Ilyas Al-Ranteesy; “Between Home and Exile” by Shafiq
Al-Hoot; “Stories about Jaffa - Memories” by Khairy Abul Jebeen and a lot more.

Founding a Society for Jaffars sons took too much time. However, two socie-

ties were registered; one in Amman under the name “Jaffa Society for Social De-
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Did she remember the skirt which she sewed when she was young and drew
on it the united Arab countries? Then, clothing is a battle and a national motto,
an ideology and advanced thinking, a struggle and self-confidence. it’s a feeling
to be proud of the past, present and the future. The woman who used to wear
the dress in the field can wear it in saloons or in big parties, and the woman who
used to milk the cow with her traditional clothes can continue her education in
a traditional or improved outfit. Why then do we escape from the past while we

should embrace it with admiration and capability?

Having this belief in mind, Intisar started to develop the Palestinian peo-
ple’s heritage so as to enter rich houses, grand celebrations, royal palaces and
ordinary occasions and thus brings back the memory of the cities of Jaffa, Gaza,

Nagab, Ramallah and Jerusalem.

This is the stitch of the cross and that is the symbol of wheat spike .. those are
lilac flowers .. this is a daisy and that is the bird of heaven. This seam is suitable
for the front of the dress or its sleeves and that is suitable for the sides of the

dress or what is called “Bayaniq”.

Anyway, the colors of silk strings, the taste of the lady who is stitching, the
neatness of stitching and its density and the types of embroidery differ from one

city to another and from one social class to another.

The attack of the Zionists, after attacking the Palestinians’ lands, houses,
furniture, water ...etc. has reached their heritage, embroidery and clothes. Zion-
ists took advantage of skilled Palestinian hands and stitched dresses, which they
claimed to be theirs. Intisar took notice of that early and returned the eastern
outfit to eastern women. She was creative .. she invented, modernized, developed
and made use of the skill of Palestinian woman in stitching. She also instilled
love of this profession in thousands of ladies who practiced this job. In fact,
numerous Palestinian families in camps could send their children to schools and

universities from the revenue of stitching!!.
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A Stitch of Embroidery / Identity of Homeland

Every stitch of embroidery is an identity .. every peasant or Bedouin dress
is a whole city .. and every Palestinian village has its own identity and dress
and has its own customs and traditions as well .. so who would keep this legacy
and this identity? and who would gather these villages and cities to weave the

country?

Who would bring back to peasants in villages, the seasons of their feasts,
their happiness and sadness and the memory of their home? and how .. after the
land has been lost and people left their houses and scattered around the world: to
the gulf countries, to Lebanon, to Syria and Egypt, to America, Canada and Lat-
in America. The Palestinians emigrated to all parts of the world and no longer

carrying a pestle, a pounder, a dress, wheat or barley.

People had forgotten the seasons of harvesting, plowing, threshing of grain
or squeezing olives .. they had forgotten seasons of storing cheese, making ghee
or drying figs .. they had forgotten or pretended that they had forgotten their
heritage, their customs and traditions. Wearing the peasant’s gown or “thobe”

became a dubiosity or say a shame that a woman carries over her body and head.

“Civilization” has become changing the outfit and imitating the West.
Trousers is now more civilized than the Palestinian’s loose pants “Sirwal”. Long
evening gown is now classier than the peasant or Bedouin long gown. The Euro-
pean suit substituted the cloak. The traditional costume is now associated with
peasantry in its inferior concept away from civilization .. and Palestine was los-

ing its most important features .. that is the outfit.. the identity.

Intisar pulled herself together and decided to “attack” this false modernity by
holding up high the national outfit.
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first Arabic printing press after the destruction of tens of printing houses during

the Israeli occupation.

Iftikhar also shared fundamentally in instituting both the “Union of Pales-
tinian women” in Kuwait and the atelier of “Baitul-Maqdis” to introduce and to
acquaint people with the Palestinian heritage, through which she supported the

commando work either by cash or in kind donations.
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She worked in teaching in Kuwait pubic then private schools. Kuwait opened
its arms to all nationalities to work in it. The Palestinian community had grown
and competed with Kuwait students in their schools. It is true that many teachers
were Palestinians, but benches of study were not enough for the Palestinians.
So, when Kuwaiti government prevented Palestinians from entering public gov-
ernmental schools, Iftikhar, her sisters and their husbands shared in opening a
private school for Arab children and young students. Thus, “Al-Manhal School”
was one of the pioneering private schools in Kuwait. Later on, Iftikhar moved
to Amman with the school, which became one of the best schools in Jordan ..

education, values, manners, devotion and patriotism.

When the first delegation of Jaffa’s Arab residents came to Amman, the
meeting was strange and odd. These forgotten people - the people of the cave
- returned to their Arabic home and lap, but the Arabs and the Palestinians

feared them.

They said, “We are the ones who stayed in Jaffa after you left it. We with-
stood, sacrificed resisted the fence of death and the big prison. We were trapped
by the Jews, who prevented us from living in our own homes. They confiscated
our houses in front of our eyes, but we were firm and patient .. and here we are
after the revival and after breaking the fear impediment .. we are back to you to
stretch bridges of love, so why are you scared from us? why do you consider us

strangers?”

The equation was difficult: Are they our relatives or people with Israeli citi-

zenship? Are they the remains of home or bridges of normalization?

Jaffa won. The Arab blood was victorious over the Israeli ink: the ink of Is-
raeli passports. Iftikhar, her sisters and their friends supported Arab existence in
Jaffa and extended bridges of cooperation with its people. They helped in estab-
lishing a school for Arab children in Jaffa so as to teach the Arabs the language

of their country and their religion. They also supported the foundation of the
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Making Use of Education

Iftikhar, on the other hand, had another story. She never left the school book
or shut the lamp beside her unless her father comes, takes the book from her,
turns off the light and tells her that she should sleep. He used to say, “enough
studying dear daughter .. sleep now”. She used to help her sisters and her mother
and studies .. cleans the windows and studies .. finishes cleaning the stairs and
studies .. wakes up early in the morning and memorizes her lessons or reads

poems or listens to the holy Quran. She wouldn’t be contented unless she was

the first in her class for she always heard her father saying:
“Education builds houses with no support
And ignorance demolishes houses of glory and honor”

Will her role in life be to raise the mainstay of her father’s house or to de-

molish it?

Isn’t it enough that the Zionists are pulling down the villages and houses of

the Palestinians?

She contributed in all school activities and had the leading role in school
plays .. her beauty was captivating and her voice was expressive .. she had high

ability in comprehending and learning by heart.

As soon as she finished high school stage and took the “Matric” certificate as

was called then, the bridegroom came.

Her father preferred marriage to all certificates, and so she got married and
moved to Kuwait. Did her role come to an end in this life? Will she be satisfied

just to give birth to children, cook food and wash the laundry?
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craving and did not experience cooking because she was living in her mother-

in-law’s house.

When she smelled the food, she shouted and said, “Oh this is the smell of my

mum’s cooking, it is what I crave for”.

This incident remained in the memory of her sister, Izdihar, who perceived
that each nation has its own way of cooking and that everyone always longs for
his mother’s bread and coffee no matter how far he is from her. That is due to
the fact that as humans inherit the genes of the color of their skin, hair and eyes,
they similarly inherit - even if not biological - the genes which carry their par-
ent’s culture in music, customs and traditions, or in food and how to use spices,

oil, grease and ways of cooking ...etc.

From here was the start and the end. Izdihar published a book entitled
“There is nothing sweeter than home cooking” which included five hundred
recipes of food making of all kinds and forms. Three-quarters of the book rep-

resents Palestinian recipes.
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This is the Smell of Mum’s Cooking

Every human likes to be distinguished in some aspect from the others. This
can be noticed from childhood. Some may be fans of a certain athlete and the
child may prefer another athlete. The elder bother may like a certain dish and his
younger brother may defy him in choosing another dish. This may choose the
scientific stream in school study and that tends to adopt the religious thought.
Distinction in certain issues is an idiosyncrasy in man’s life and is the reason for

having variety .. or else we would have been like identical robots.

In the mid fifties, Izdihar traveled to Kuwait with her husband who was a
dentist. Her parents approved her marriage to a dentist, who owned a dental
clinic downtown in Amman. They felt relaxed because their daughter would stay
near them. Her sister Kamela was already faraway. She went to Ramallah which
is about 70 kilometers far from Amman. They thought that maybe the second
daughter would live close to them .. but Izdihar also expatriated and traveled
with her husband to Kuwait after less than one year of her marriage. At that
time, the journey to Kuwait by land was very dangerous and would take more
than twenty hours as travelers had to go through the desert of Syria and cross

Iraq through Baghdad and Basra on paved and unpaved streets.

When the third daughter - Iftikhar - got engaged and had to live in Kuwait
too, her parents agreed and felt that it would be less loneliness to their former

daughter.

Faraway from homeland, young women depend on themselves to make the
kind of food they used to eat in their parents’ house, and suffer until they master

the special “savor” they want to reach in the different dishes they make.

That day the younger sister entered the older sister’s house and smelled the

food. That smell reminded her of her mum’ cooking. She was pregnant and
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again she had the right answer: “Who said that the twenty-year-old student will
benefit from his certificate more than me .. life is in the hands of Allah). How-
ever, another obstacle stood in her way; she had to work in an official job to get
the M.A. degree. Therefore, she applied for a job and succeeded in finding a job

as a teacher in a high school for girls.

It wasn'’t easy for her to work for she had never practiced official work in her

life .. but it is persistence to continue.

After obtaining the M.A. degree, she registered herself for the PhD degree
in Egypt .. but matters became more and more complicated: a job here; traveling
there; and the normal but increasing family burdens. It is true that children got
older, but their concern has grown with them .. this girl will get married and that
one wants to continue her education .. this boy is looking for a job and that one
is looking for a bride .. and then you see the husband contented for one day and
complaining for days .. he even makes up demands to distort her from studying
.. and the PhD needs traveling weekly to Cairo to meet the supervisors on her

thesis .. and the job also has its demands and requirements.

Did anyone have a favor in Kamela’s dedication to get the PhD Degree?
Did the people around her accept her “struggle” for the education that she was
deprived from while she was young? It was only her strong motivation and de-
termination to obtain the certificate and achieve her goal .. and she did. When
she inaugurated her clinic for psychological therapy and education without med-
icine, the title of “Doctor” crowned all her efforts either for herself, her husband
and children or for the whole family (her mother, her sisters and all her relatives

and acquaintance).

It was a journey that deserved commendation and honoring for what she
accomplished at the age of sixty was hard to be accomplished by youth at the
age of thirty.
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The Journey of Education

It wasn't easy for Kamela to bury her dreams about education and scientific
certificates. It is true that she spent around thirty years between giving birth to
her four children and raising them. She took care of them, sewed their clothes,
stayed up at nights at times of their sickness, looked after them when they be-
came teenagers, made birthday parties for them and received their friends and
had a keen eye for their study (step by step), but she kept on dreaming of what

she was deprived from; that is education,

It wasn’t easy for her to convince those who were around her - her hus-
band in the first place - about her decision to enroll herself for the high school
“Tawjeehy” certificate from home. But finally she did enroll herself secretly and
started studying with her youngest son, who was then studying for the high

school certificate.

They both passed and they both submitted their papers to universities. Both

of them were accepted and she was accepted in the University of Jordan.

Was she older than some of her professors and all her colleagues? Was she
more motivated and disciplined than most of her mates? When was she study-
ing? When was she visiting her relatives and receiving her friends and relatives

as any normal wife?

Neither her husband not her children take this matter seriously. Everyone
believed she would drop out and forget about the whole matter. But amazingly,
she persisted and graduated in less than four years. Not only that, to everyone
surprise, her average was “very good”. The road was now open for her to get the

M.A. degree .. why not?

She applied and met the officials. The only obstacle was her age .. but then
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of “Sabra and Shateela”. Then “Izdihar” printed a book documenting Palestinian
cooking and “Dr. Kamela” issued books about psychological treatments without
medicines. In addition, “Rida” and her sister established a publishing house

specialized in books of resistance for children.

Palestinians were evicted to all around the globe but continued to support

his cause one way or anther.
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Culture and Printing Houses

If talking was about Jaffa, it would be about asserting its pioneering role
in culture and civilization; the number of its printing houses that issue books,
magazines and newspapers; the number of its cinemas and theatres; the number
of its sports, scouting and cultural clubs; and its mosques, churches, pharmacies,

hospitals and schools..

Its harbor received artists and sophisticated people coming from Cairo
“Um Addunya” (mother of the world) to Jaffa “Um Al-Ghareeb” (mother of the

stranger). Its trains was going to the north, east and south.

Huda never let any occasion passed without mentioning her family’s role in
the cultural, political and social movement in Jaffa and showing the photograph
of her husband’s brother - Striver Khalid - carrying newspapers, publications
and speeches which he used to deliver here and there to defend Jaffa and also
talking about role in strengthening its defense before its fall and his responsi-
bility in banning any merchandise relating to the Zionists and also about his

keenness not to let the Palestinian youth visit Tel Aviv or deal with it.

She was also talking about her relative “Sami Al-Asfar” and how he was
killed with his youngest brother “Shafiq” while preparing hand bombs to share
in defending Jaffa; her memories about the explosion of “Dar Al-Saray” for or-

phans in Jaffa, and demolishing old Jaffa; and about destroying old Jaffa.

When the children grew older, every one of them felt that he has to continue
what his parents started in fighting even if through different methods .. even if
from Kuwait, Riyadh, Cairo, America, Canada, Latin America and anywhere

else.

Her cousin in Kuwait printed an enormous book documenting the massacre
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afterwards with a needle and a thread to make jasmine necklaces for her mother
or for the guests, or tie ten jasmine flowers on a wooden stick and wrap them
with a thread so they become a beautiful brooch that is fixed on the apparel over

the chest and thus emits that sweet odor all through the evening.

What he really created from that “Meter of earth” was a squash tree which he
looked after and thus produced a long squash fruit. He took the fruit to the ex-
hibition of plants which was under the patronage of His Highness Prince Hassan
bin Talal. The prince took a photograph with this long fruit, which was as tall as

the prince himself, and Faheem was awarded.

Faheem was always bragging that the cluster of gapes from this meter of land

weighs one kilogram.

Was he trying to convince himself or the people around him that he still
owned orchards, gardens and farms? Was he still hoping to go back to Jaffa and
its orchards and gardens and to Barbara and its grapes? Or he only did as most
Palestinians did in the emigration countries .. farming the land around their
houses or using tins or empty barrels for planting .. if the refugee came from a
mountainous area, the first tree he would plant is olive and if he came the coast

he would plant orange and lemon trees.
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A Meter of Land

Faheem did not leave a job or a trade in Amman without trying it. His Jaffan
neighbor traded in glass. He was importing it either from Syria or Turkey or
even from Belgium .. and because Faheem mastered English Language and letter
writing, he contributed in glass trade. When someone else was taking care of an
olive farm and selling olive oil tins in its season, Faheem shared him in caring
for the land and in selling. He also shared in agricultural products, which he

perfected in keeping, in the agricultural products exhibition.

In Amman, he did not have any agricultural lands, and after all the lands
and orchards were ripped off from him in Jaffa and Barbara, he started looking
after one meter of land around his house in which he planted two vine trees;
One called “Banaty”, i.e. have small and seedless grapes and the other is called

“Halabi” with big and sweet grapes.

In between, he planted a beautiful pomegranate tree, which carries orange
pomegranate flowers on its brown branches and green leaves. Then, he planted
one poppy tree no more. This tree is the basic tree for planting orange, lemon or
grapefruit trees. The farmer can graft it with the flavor of the tree which he wants

- orange, lemon or grapefruit - and the tree produces its fruit in the next year.

Oh! how many poppy trees Faheem planted with his father in their orchard
in Jaffa .. and here he is in Amman planting only one tree and is not able to
inject it as he wants. He is planting it only for memory for the weather is not

suitable for it.

He then planted “domestic Jasmine” tree at the end of this meter of earth. A
Jasmine tree with white flowers that produce the sweetest smell - in summer -
that anyone who walks in or out the house can whiff. At noon, each day one of

his daughters would pick these Jasmine flowers and fill a big tray to stitch them
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had from their land and their houses which were made of clay in Barbara. She
hopes she will go back to them some day for there is nothing prettier than the
human own land and his house even if made of clay. “There we were born and

to there we will return”.

Nothing was left to Um Khalid but some potter pots where she plants sage,

basil or mint for the cup of tea which she drinks.

Whereas Faheem has nothing left but a meter of land to be farmed.
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She then grabbed Kamela’s hand and took her to the “simple” house which
was built of bricks. She showed her a long rug made of colored wool strings and

said, “Do you see this “mezwad”, my mother and I weaved it”.

The farmer’s wife gave Huda and Kamela a beautiful carpet as a memory of

their visit to Barbara.

After around forty years and between the clouds and thousands of inhab-
itants in Amman, the little girl visited Huda in her house and asked about her
daughter - Kamela. The little girl now became “Um Khalid”, but she is still il-
literate and can’t read or write and she wears the semi Bedouin or rural dress.
She in turn emigrated with her family from Barbara because they were forced
to leave even though Barbara’s people defended their land with the little they

owned. They were evicted under the threat of weapons, so they resorted to Gaza.

Zionists demolished their village as well as the adjacent villages: “Na’liya, Al
Jubba and Bait Jerja”. All the neighboring villages were destroyed and a Zionist

colony was built instead.

The echo of Faheem’s voice singing while feeding his wife Huda the Barbara-

wi grapes can still be heard:

Oh.. Barbarawi grapes.. Oh.. Oh

Oh.. clusters of gold.. Oh.. Oh

When Kamela met Um Khalid, she was holding a PhD certificate. She con-
tinued her university education with her four children. Um Khalid kept on say-

ing “I wish my father taught me .. education is a bliss”

Though Um Khalid begot sons and daughters and some of them traveled to

the gulf countries to work, she remained poor and regretted the bounties they
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Oh Brabarawi Grapes

Faheem entered his house joyfully .. holding a “title deed” of a new land in
his hand. He said to Huda, “your face brings fortune to me .. I bought forty acres

in ‘Barbara™.

Huda had never heard of this name so she said, “Where is this “Barbara”,

and why forty acres?”

“Barbara” my dearest lady is a village near Gaza city. It is away from Gaza
about twenty kilometers to the north east. Do you know the railway connecting
Haifa to Rafah? The land is on the western side of it. It is a rich-soiled land, but
because it is parallel to the coastal shores of the Mediterranean and because of
the muddy wetlands on the high hills, it is considered an arable land of first
degree. In fact, its residents are very active in farming. The lands I bought are
already planted with grapes — grapes that your heart desires. Next season, you

will see bunches of Barbara grapes”

In his second visit to Barbara, Faheem took his wife and his eldest daughter
Kamela to see their new farm. They saw sand dunes around it and fruit trees
loaded with oranges, figs, Almonds, apricot, olives and pomegranate. They ate
from cantaloupe, water melon and guava. Faheem prayed in the only village
mosque, and Kamela found out that there is only one elementary school in the

village.

The farmer of the orchard had a daughter in the same age of Kamela. While
playing with her, Kamela asked the little girl about the name of her school, but
the girl replied that she doesn’t know and said, “I have never entered a school in
my life and I have never studied. Education at school is only for boys. I help my

mother in making carpets and rugs “Mezwad”
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cestry who gained power over the lands of “Hijaz” and “Najd” and was promised
to be the king of the whole Arab nation in Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Palestine and
also the father to two kings in Iraq and Jordan would be exiled to a small island
not having money for his food, and humiliated by the English governor of the
island to the extent that he was forced to mortgage his nacreous dagger with

precious stones for only forty Dinars?

The visit of the people of Jaffa to the city was catastrophic by all means.
Kamela said that she continued kissing the earth and rolling over it and
afterwards she slept in bed for three successive days with all her body filled with

red pimples and urticaria.

Ahmad, on the other hand, said that he entered his orchard and wanted to
pick up four oranges as a present to his family in Amman, but was threatened
with a weapon by the dweller of the orchard, who forced him to throw the four
oranges, stepped on them and said to Ahmad, “This is not your land, go out
from here”. That day, Ahmad stayed in bed for two days crying on his land and

his oranges.

Izdihar also went to look for her father’s house .. and there in Jaffa, memories
came back to her all at once. She recognized her school “Al Zahra’ School” as
well as “Al-Amiriya School” for boys. She saw “Al-Dajani” hospital, “Al-Nuzha”
mosque and “Abu Naboot” public fountain. When she saw her father’s house, she
entered it and cried for two hours because she saw the room in which her broth-

er Mohammad was born. The house was then occupied by two Polish families.

Intisar as well went to her elder sisters’ school and cried in its the yard and
on its stairs. She saw her uncle’s house and recognized it as it was built on hill
opposite the sea. She used to roll over that hill with her young cousins from top

to bottom as the best game in the world.

When Kamela went to Jaffa, she recalled Barbara .. O what a memory it was.

77



One of them said, “Is this Jaffa which you were boasting about? I wish it

stayed in my imagination and wouldn’t have seen it as it is now.”

The youngest daughter searched for her father’s house but she didn’t recog-
nize it. She called her mother Huda in Amman to ask her about it. She previous-
ly met a girl in Jaffa city who she recognized to be Muslim from her clothes. She
requested the girl to question Huda about their old house, but did not recognize
it .. “Maybe time has muddled the memory”. However, she knew it from the hill
on which old Jaffa is standing. Old house turned into houses for artists, where
the house is sold for millions of dollars. On this hill, stood the old houses of
Jaffa people .. and in “Cannon” coffee shop, which she heard about from her
parents, all workers, officials, fishermen and owners of the orchards used to
gather. The café of men whom interests mingled with their trade, farming, free
and entertainment time. In this place, the arrangement for the big strike started
.. the strike of the Palestinian people that lasted six months and was the longest

strike in the history of the whole world.

Although all what surrounded her suggested the occupation, a small circle
on the ground stopped her for a long time .. it’s the cover of a manhole for water
draining. An Arabic writing was still printed on it .. just Arabic words “The Pal-
estinian Casting Company” .. then this city was really Arabic. The British stayed
in it with their garrison and gradually turned it into a mixed city where English
language is mingled with the Hebrew language. Oh how mean Britain is. It gave
the land of others to people whom they wanted to get rid of .. they afflicted us
with their ordeal to be at ease. How bad the British are. They really are the or-
igin of affliction and ordeal. They tricked “Al-Hussein bin Ali” Sharif of Mecca
to revolt against Ottoman Turks and promised him with one Arabic kingdom
to sit on its throne as the king, and then abandoned him after he helped them
defeat Ottoman Turks. They gave him nothing but an exile in a small island in

the Mediterranean where he died not owning any money for his food or drink.

Can any sane person believe that this “nobleman” the son of honorable an-
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Has found only her front.

Leave to me all this death.. O sister

Leave this loss

For I add it as a star on her distress

Oh my obstinate wound

My home is not a suitcase

And I am not a traveler

I am the lover

And the land is the beloved!

After the souls calmed down and the fire blazes and anger quenched, people
of free Palestine started visiting Palestine under occupation. Young children saw
Jaffa and were stunned. Jaffa’s picture was crushed in their minds. They saw a
wreckage of a withered city with no vigor or brightness. They did not see green
orange orchards .. they did not smell the nectar of orange flowers. They did not
view “Iskandar Awad” street or “Jamal Pasha” street or the “Clock” square as was
described to them. They did not see the harbor or ships berthed at the shore.
It was rather a semi harbor or say a small part of a port that had a big name
in the past. They searched for Jaffa’s mosques and churches and what they saw
was a small mosque which their parents told them about .. that is “Hassan Beik”
mosque. What was known as the big mosque turned into a small flimsy building
with no life. They haven’t heard about any printing house in Jaffa, as if Arabic

language is no longer printed in books, magazines or newspapers.
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And was.. and was..

And the heart was choked with sorrow..

Mahmoud Darweesh wrote back:

We weren't before June as young pigeons and so our love was never crushed

between the chains

We.. O sister for twenty years

We don’t write poems

But fight

Your voice tonight

A dagger, a wound and a bandage

And a drowsiness that came from the silence of the victims

Where are my folk?

Came out of exile tent and returned

Once again as captives!

The house of the beloved is deserted

And Jaffa was translated till the medulla

And the one who is looking for me
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(What the days did to you O house?

And where are the dwellers?

Did you receive after remote

Did you receive any news?

Here they stood

Here they dreamt

Here they painted projects of future tomorrow

So where is the dream and the future ? where are they?

Where are they?)

The house wreck never spoke

Only their absence spoke

And silence and emigration

And here stood owls and ghosts

Stranger of face, hand and tongue was flying in its corners

Stretching his roots in it

And was the commander, the preventer
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A Visit to Jaffa

When the door was opened outward instead of inward, and when Nablus,
Ramallah, Tulkarm, East Jerusalem, Jericho and Jineen became under occupa-
tion, and when the Palestinians of the west bank fell under the Israeli control, the
poet of Palestine “Mahmoud Darweesh” received the Palestinian poet of Nablus
“Fadwa Tougqan”. Their meeting was sad because instead of meeting together in
the independent part of Palestine, the occupation spread to include the two parts
of Palestine.

That day, Fadwa Touqan said in a poem under the title “I Will Not Cry”:

On the doors of Jaffa O beloved

And in the mess of wrecked houses, between the rubble and thorn,

I stood and said to the eyes:

Oh eyes let’s stand and cry

On the remains of whom they left

Calling who built the house

Announce the death

Who built the house

the heart is pounded

And the said:
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The number of Huda and Bakriyya’s families became by dozens .. females
and males, grandsons and granddaughters .. grandsons’ wives and granddaugh-
ter’s husbands. Any meeting between the two families would turn into a dis-
cussion circle about the political situation .. this group supports “Yasser Arafat”
and that group is against him .. this group accuses Syria of the crime of “Tell Al
Zaatar” and that group accuses nobody but Israel in all the crimes against camps
.. this blames the Palestinian commandos for the battles of “Black September” in
Amman and that gives them excuse as the road to Palestine has to pass through
the Arab capitals .. this one is in favor of peaceful solution and that one accepts

nothing other than the rifle.

All the detailed matters in the Palestinian cause are critical.

Some individuals had got very rich and started spending their summer va-
cations in Europe and American spas .. some owned houses in Cyprus, Spain or
California .. others had one, two or even four cars parked in front of their villas
in “Shmeisani” or “Al Hussein Mountain” or “Al Rabia” rich areas. Some sent
their children to obtain American or Canadian nationalities to be able to travel
with a “respected” passport wherever they wish, especially in Arab countries.
Grandchildren became doctors, engineers, teachers managers and technicians ..
daughters and granddaughters got married to ministers and men of high posi-
tions in the Arab States to which they resorted either in Iraq, Libya or Kuwait,
while family ties remained strong among them all .. and as is always the case,

there were also a number of grandchildren who remained of average income.
Yet, all of them unanimously agreed - in any meeting on one thing .. that is

“returning to Palestine no matter how long it takes and no matter how different

paths are.
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The Right to Return

Would it be possible for Faheem’s family, Huda or any of their children who
were loaded with the memories of Jaffa and its orchards, plains, sea and sand to

forget any of them after being prevented from approaching it or go back to it?

All civilians who ran for their lives and the lives of their sons from the
enemy grenades and bullets return to their homes after the battles calm down
except the Palestinians, who were banned by the Jews to enter the Palestinian
territories and killed whoever tried to go back. Many Palestinian young men
attempted to return to their countries either on foot from the northern borders
between Lebanon and Palestine or swimming in Jordan river between Jordan
and Palestine or even by land in cars or on the donkey’s back or by sea in ships,
but unfortunately none of them could do that because the bullets of the Zionists

and their prisons stopped them.

How many families of Jaffa and other families had had their money kept in
their houses’ safes and tried to go back to take it? How many families hid golden
chains, bracelets, their women’s and daughter’s jewelry and golden liras under
floor tiles or in bed believing that they will return to their houses and take them?
None of them could. All those who left their houses under the threat of weapons,
believing they would come back when battles cool off, were waiting to return for
the Arab armies would grip like “pincers” from seven Arab countries: Syria, Iraq,

Egypt, Yemen, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon.

Those Palestinians, who defended Palestinian cities and villages and were
killed or couldn’t keep up because of their small number, bad weapons and insuf-

ficient training, kept planning to go back to their homeland.

Israel remained - and still is - afraid of “the Arab population bomb”. It kept

on hoping to throw the people of Gaza, for example, in the sea to get rid of them.
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embrace his children can he have to be lost ?
Houses were lost and pulled down .. safety was lost .. and dreams vanished.
Only one sound was raised .. the sound of the guns and commando work.
Hence, victory prevailed in “Al Karama”. After many months of the crushing fall

of 1967 war, victory was accomplished by Palestinian commandos and Jordanian

Army troops who defeated the Israeli army which was described as undefeatable.

69



Six Days

How can six days turn life over upside down? How can six days shake earth
and feelings, dreams and hopes, reality and expectations? Six days carried all
the Palestinian people or the whole Arab nation upwards and then threw them

onto the floor.

The Arab nation was waiting for those six days eagerly to erase the occupied
State from existence but then wished it never witnessed or that time would have

stopped then as the video machine is stopped by pressing on “pause” button.

What would have happened if time stopped and leaped over those days?
Why were dreams magnified greatly and then melted in one second? What is the

value of six days in human history?

They were six days that equaled the human history itself .. that equaled the

defeat itself as well as the hopes and dreams that crashed.

Huda had sent her son Mohammad to study Medicine in Iraq, and sent her
daughter to study Pharmacology in Cairo, and then she sent her other son to
study Engineering in Cairo too for emigration must not paralyze her son’s study

no matter how bad the financial and social circumstances are.

She then moved to live near her elder daughter in Ramallah to get far away

- even a little - from the memories of her house, husband and sons in Amman.

When the devastating earthquake shook this nation, and after Israel seized
what was left of Palestine land, displacement and emigration knocked the doors
of the Palestinians’ houses one by one. How many emigrations can a person
endure in his life? How many houses can a person build to be demolished? How

many pieces of furniture can he buy to be destroyed? And how much safety to
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graduated from Arab and American universities as engineers, doctors, teachers
and PhD holders. What Kuwait bestowed on them was obvious and in return

they gave sweat, youth and work day and night in order to keep this bless.
When commando work started in Palestine, “Yasser Arafat” managed to
deduct five percent of all Palestinians’ salaries to his military revolution against

Israel for commando work.

After the year 1967, everything changed.
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The Palestinian society in Kuwait was expanding and getting bigger. Mr.
Darweesh Miqdady, an inspector in the Department of Education in Kuwait,
nominated hundreds of Palestinian girls to work in Kuwait as teachers in its
schools. He provided housing for them in special houses for teachers, and as the
stranger have compassion for other strangers in foreign countries, the sympathy
of the sister towards her sister, the brother towards his brother and the uncle

towards his niece was greater.

Huda’s daughter was seen off with lots of sadness and fear. Huda urged her
daughter to follow the qualities of prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him),
namely: maintaining family ties, sincerity, hospitality and supporting others in
times of adversities. Those qualities were necessary for our dispersed people for

they had to prove their competence in work and earn their living.

Fatima had all these qualities in her character: she took care of her relatives;
she was sincere and very hospitable; and she helped anyone in distress. She left
the sweetest memories, the deepest relationships and the happiest moments of

intimacy and truth.

“Ahmad” the girls’ uncle moved from Zerka in Jordan to Kuwait. In fact

many refugees who lived in Zerka left it to the countries of the Arabian gulf.

In Zerka, there was only a camp for the Jordanian army. Its land was merely
a dry sand and its air was saturated with this sand .. its water was scarce and
work opportunities were little. Refugees lived in it and started forming a city
that got bigger and bigger day after day. However, the young uncle, who learned
in “Al-Azhar Al-Shreef” in Cairo and mastered Arabic, English and Hebrew
languages as well as engineering science, aspired to improve his situation, which

would never improve in that poor community.

Kuwait opened a sustenance door for the Palestinians. The uncle was em-

ployed in a good job, and his sons and daughters studied in Kuwait schools and
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Qil flows

When oil began to flow in the Arabian desert and the “Salt Cities” developed
in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the Arabian Gulf, the door was opened wide to

Palestinian refugees to go and work there.

With the death of the paterfamilias and after his salary stopped, the family
members had to handle the situation. Thus, Fatima traveled to Kuwait to work as
a teacher in its schools. It was the first time for one of the family members to ride
a plane. There was a fusillade of questions. “Can anyone walk inside the plane?
How the cup of water does not fall from the stewardess? What do they serve in

the plane? Are you afraid of riding a plane?”

Huda, Fatima’s mother, didn’t care about any of these things for her big wor-
ry was “how can she let her daughter travel alone to Kuwait? Would her father

(had he lived) accept that she travels to support her family?

In Kuwait, the Palestinian society expanded, as if a Palestinian city was es-
tablished there. Public neighborhoods and big residential buildings occupied by
Palestinians only. People got rich and compensated part of their families” suffer-
ing. All Palestinians paid part of — if not most of - their salaries to their families

in the Diaspora tents and to the places they emigrated to.

From its money and the sweat of the youth, children studied, ate, drank,
played then got married .. From its money and the sweat of youth, houses were
built, furnished and different electrical equipment were bought .. From its mon-
ey and the sweat of the youth, military action was activated against the Israeli

occupation.

The two elder sisters traveled to Kuwait with their husbands. How will this

girl travel alone? Where will she live and with whom?
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Were those parties for the good of the Palestinian cause or just enhanced the

suffering of Palestinians wherever they went?
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in Jerusalem - Palestine in 1953 as a natural reaction against the defeat of the
nation in the pretext that victory would not be achieved unless one is adhered
to Islamic invitation and succession. This party is politically and religiously

fanatic with illiberal thoughts.

All the family startled by such fanatic thought. The fiancée insisted on re-
pealing the engagement. That was a big problem especially for the mother who
was supporting the prevailing belief that divorce - though it is not forbidden - is

socially unaccepted.

Arguments continued among the family members days and nights .. should
she annul engagement and the matrimonial bond and become “divorced” or be

content with her fate and time may change the concepts of her fiancé?

The girl humiliated herself to her father and mother. She said she would
rather be a maid in their house than to marry a man with a bigoted, old fash-

ioned mentality.

She threatened them with death should she was forced to marry him. She

never touched any of his gifts.

When her father pleaded with the judge to annul the matrimony bond, she
gathered all the presents and gave them back to the ex fiancé one by one and

closed the door behind him.

The liberation Party was one of many political parties which filled the Pal-
estinian arena as a natural reaction to the defeat which hit the nation. People
of Palestine across the Arab country joined various parties and political fronts:
Socialist Arab Baath Party, Communist Party, Arab National Party, Syrian Social
Nationalist Party, Palestine Liberation Front and Popular Front of the Liberation

of Palestine ... etc.
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Ameena Al-Sareed

Egyptian writer - Ameena Al-Saeed - had a special status in the life of Huda

as well as her daughters.

“Eve’, “The Crescent” and “The Photographer” magazines were delivered to
their house on regular basis, and Ameena Al-Saeed corner under the headline
“Ask Me” used to arouse constant arguments among the family members for her
daring, advanced and liberal views. She was encouraging girls to gain all their
rights in education and to obtain the highest certificates; to finish the prelim-
inary study and enter the university; to work in both governmental and non
governmental jobs; and to take their natural role in political life because they
constitute half of the society and thus society must listen to them and support
their creativity and accomplishments. Ameena never accepted frivolity or nega-
tivity of women but rather urged women - either in her articles or through her

answers to readers’ letters — to have their own decisions and cling to their rights.

Faheem - in turn - supported that view. He believed - since he was a trustee
on the endowment of the family in Jaffa - that the female has the same rights as
the male. In fact he fought a judicial battle in Jaffa to prove that the endowment
money should be distributed to females as to males and argued that the text
of the endowment heritage limited the revenue of the endowment to the sons
of Haj khalil - the great grandfather who left the endowed - and sons in Islam
means all the children - sons and daughters. By that argument, he won the case
at that time and persisted in clinging to his beliefs in the girl’s right to education,

work, and inheritance, i.e. to be equal to her brother.

Unfortunately, the family was shocked when Faheem’s daughter’s fiancé
prevented her from reading social magazines, specifically “Eve” magazine and
precisely Ameena Al-Saeed’s writings. That educated fiancé was a member in

the “Liberation Party”, which was established by Judge “Taqiuddin Al-Nabhany”
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- Mohammad, recite Surat “Al-Naba>” ...

- You Khalil, spell the word All right “La Bas”, where do you put the

“Hamza” - separate or above the Alef?

- You Intisar, What did “Ameena Al-Sa>eed” say in “Eve” magazine on

the topic of “child abuse”?

Constant teaching and persistent follow up of every issue no matter big or
small in the lives of youngsters .. and a detailed analysis (and maybe boring)
of the school certificate of each son followed by beating with a stick on the
“buttock” of every one who neglects his homework, who does not memorize

his lessons and who does not recite the verses of the Holy Qumnan as he should.
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On the Roof of the House

Faheem didn’t find enough space to do what he used to do in his orchard in
Jaffa. In the orchard he raised rabbits, chicken, pigeons and many other domestic
animals. He used to skin the rabbit and send it to be cooked at home, so one
would feel that a stuffed sheep is on the table. He also used to pull out feathers of
young pigeons and send them to be cooked too, so one feels that there is nothing
tastier than stuffed pigeons. He was picking up the eggs of the chicken every day

to fill the platter with white or brown, big or small, one or two yolk eggs.

All the people in the Palestinian cities and villages used to live from what
their farms produce. Each house is surrounded by a small or a big garden that
produces what may cover part of his house needs .. olive trees give him ol-
ives and oil all through the year. The bushes of tomato, onion and eggplant are
enough for his consummation and even overflow. His cows and goats, which
give him milk to make yoghurt and cheese, are fed on grass. Eggs are from the
house chicken and the birds flesh is from the bird’s house too. All peasants and

farmers are almost self-sufficient.

When Faheem couldn’t find any space in Amman for such matters, he sur-
rounded the roof of his house with a fence and established a farm of poultry
and birds. He built a work of art of what is called “birds> tower”. He used to let
birds fly in the morning and then calls them back to him so they come to the
tower and stay in their house. Furthermore, he would put them on his hand or
shoulder so they stand peacefully and calmly. At those moments, he used to be
very happy and calls his young children to see him .. but their attendance would

not pass without education!!

- Rida, what did you read in the “Defense” newspaper today?

- What did you memorize today, Fatima?

60



She spent thirty years with him .. what on earth would be the archive that
can keep all the memories - sweet and bitter; positive and negative; in war and

in peace.

But it is death, the end to every living creature.

The memory of the husband with wife and children remained .. maybe as
Huda used to say: “Grieving on somebody’s death is like soap that gets smaller

and smaller but never vanishes or melts”.

In the coming days, Huda would thank Allah for her husband’s death before
knowing about the disunity between Egypt and Syria and before living the trag-
edy of the Six-day war in the year 1967. But she would always remember and
appreciate his role not only in raising and educating their children, but also in

helping them get married.
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Yet, on that day, when Allah granted him the baby boy, he did everything.
He did all the vows, customs and traditions. He lengthened the baby>s hair, then
he took him to Hebron city and shaved his hair for the first time and then he
slaughtered sheep to distribute their meat to the poor near the mosque of Proph-
et Abraham “Khalil Al Rahman”.

He made a “congratulation” party to all the neighborhood ladies and gave
candy to all their children. He also bought all the infants> stuffs for his baby from
the most famous shops on Iskandar Awad street in Jaffa and from Egypt .. and
when little Mohammad got stuck in the orchard’s fence while playing, his heart

almost stopped as he was the boy after six girls.

Her son Mohammad was standing in front of her at that moment, feeling
sad on his father’s death although he was not aware of the meaning of orphan or
widow. He was almost ten years of age and had a sister and two brothers younger

than him. Who would take care of them?

Each day her husband used to enter the house at exactly two thirty in the
afternoon because he was an official and committed to work hours. He used to
leave the house at seven thirty in the morning, carrying what she could provide
for breakfast: a loaf of bread, tomato, seven olives and a piece of cheese. When
the clock rings to announce two oclock in the afternoon, she would have fin-
ished cooking the rice as well as chicken or meat with Jews mallow, string beans
or okra. Who would knock at her door after his death? Who would bring young
pigeons for her to cook? Who would recall the seasons of drying the Jews mal-
low when her husband used to bring tens of kilos to pull out their leaves and
spread them under the sun to dry? Who would bring okra or string beans for
her to cut and fry or to dry? Who would carry to those children water melon by
tens to eat one by one and to roll them along to each others to store them under
the bed? Who would bring tins of oil, cheese, wheat and toasted green wheat

“Freekeh” in their seasons?
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parties where artists from Egypt and Beirut come to present a performance to

summer vacationers while sea breezes blow gently onto their faces.

There was nothing better than the joy experienced in Robeen’s summer re-
sort. No family - no matter how little their income was, might miss such pleasure

in Robeen.

When the memories of Robeen finished, she remembered him when he
shared his mirth and happiness with his neighbors, acquaintance and his work-
ers in the orchard when his son - Mohammad - was born. It wasn't true that he
was glad for having a girl and never longed to have a boy who would carry his
name. On the occasions of the births of his daughters, and when receiving the
good tidings that a female came, he never showed any upset but rather reassured
her that as she conceived females, she would conceive males and told her not

would be angry or sad.

Whilst after giving birth to a female, she used to face the wall refusing to
look at him as if to admonish herself. She used to blame and scald herself be-
cause she didn’t bear the boy, whereas Faheem used to comfort her. He used to
carry the baby and play with her while still in the “swaddle” and tells her that the
child is a gratification from Allah, Lord of the worlds. How many times did he
repeat in front of her verses (58 and 59) of Surat Al-Nahl (the Bee): ((And when
one of them is informed of [the birth of] a female, his face becomes dark, and
he suppresses grief. He hides himself from the people because of the ill of which
he has been informed. Should he keep it in humiliation or bury it in the ground?

Evil is what they decide.))

How many times did he repeat the Prophetic Hadith “Whoever had a daugh-
ter and taught her good manners and educated her well and bestowed lavishly
upon her from Allah’s blessings, she would become protection and curtain for

him against Hell-fire”
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Memory Archive

Which of the memories are harder on the widow and which are nearer to
her thoughts and sentiments? Distant memories in Jaffa when Faheem used to
come to her house while she was a young teenager and with whom she knew the
meaning of love? Or after marriage and spending what is called “honey moon”
with him? Or the recent memories in Amman and before his death and his com-

passionate relationships with his daughters, sons and grandchildren?

Does she remember her wedding with Faheem and the seven cheerful nights
as well as the Henna party and dancing with candles on fingers? Or recalls “Ro-

been” summer resort when she used to go every year like all the people of Jaffa?

Faheem used to tighten tents with workers one after the other. Those tents
for his brothers - Saeed, Ahmad and Mustafa - and their families, and those for
his sisters - Rasheeqa and Faheema - and their husbands. That tent for his wife’s
sister Bakriyya, her husband and her children and the other tents were kitchens

and bathrooms. Each family had its own kitchen and bathroom.

They used to spend the day either on the beautiful soft beach or in the tents
cooking delicious dishes, while youngsters set off for their games and devilish
acts .. girls with girls and boys with boys. That group swing on swings erected
by the owner of the swings for one penny or two throughout the day. Another
group goes to buy the “apple of Syria” and cotton candy then watch the wonder
box where stories and illustrated novels are presented. The other group goes to
the near market tent (a real market made of tents and presentation tables) to buy
bracelets, accessories, suitable summer clothes, slippers and all what a tourist

may need.

In the evening Lux lamps light up Robeen beach .. men sit in cafe’s playing

trick track and cards and smoke cigarettes and Hubble-bubble or attend musical
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At night while I am awake and in my dreams

Oh father should I stay homeless

I will burry in Jaffa then some of my bones

For I may visit it after death

Then it will be the best place where I rest.

Nobody managed until this day to burry the bones of Jaffars people in Jaffa.
Perhaps they visit it after death. In fact Jaffa’s son - a very well-known on the
Academic level doctor “Ibraheem Abu Loghod” needed an American Passport, a
written will and influential American intermediary in order to be buried in Jaffa.

The cemetery of Jaffa’s people, on the other hand, like all Muslim cemeteries

in Palestine, is a place where the Israeli occupation frequently pluck out and

sweep away with bulldozers to build gardens, stables or car parking over it.
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started spitting blood and bleeding.

Her daughters rushed towards her while she was in her last breath. She
asked them to take care of their father, their little brothers and their aunt “who
has nobody in this life but her”. Her soul came out of her body very quickly and

with no trouble.

The news of Bakriyya’s death hit Huda like a typhoon. Both emigration and
the bad financial situation killed her, and too many children added to the horri-
ble result. “Oh alas! my dear sister”.

In death families all gather.

In death a poet said:

“Grief in the hour of death is double the joy in the hour of birth. In death

the stranger feels compassionate towards a stranger and everything gets sad”.

But death does not exclude anyone. It’s very close in a way that always sur-
prises people. Therefore, any individuals death is a shock to family, relatives and

acquaintance.
A few months later after Bakriyya’s death, Faheem had a heart attack and in
spite of the intensive care and all the medication he has received, death was at the

door. Huda Became a widow while she was only forty years old.

The verses of the Palestinian poet “Mahmoud Al-Afaghani” were repeated in

the death of every Jaffa’s son or daughter. He wrote:

Jaffa, I send you my greetings and regards

Jaffa, I remember you in the evening and forenoon
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Death

Huda had no brothers or sisters except her sister Bakriyya. Geographically,
her sisters house was far away from hers. However, when one of her daughters
complained saying, «Our mother loves her sister more than us” and that “she
prefers to give her more than she gives us”, the mother raged and said, “She is
my only sister and I do not expect my father would procreate another sister for
me whereas you are my sons and daughters and you are ten .. if one dies (God

forbid!), I have others to comfort me”.

Bakriyya stayed in average financial situation. Her blind husband was not
able to work in any job, whether sitting on a desk or moving. Her male sons were
still young, in fact she gave birth to two of them after emigration in this small
house which her husband built and added to it extension after extension when-
ever he had the ability, and the girls sewed to the neighborhood dwellers - who

were also poor - for one penny or two or maybe ten.

Bakriyya was still young .. she did not exceed forty with ten daughters and
sons. When she felt that she was pregnant, she couldn’t believe it. Was she going
to add to her worries? Werenst there enough mouths to feed, educate and clothe?
What would be enough for them? What could barely keep them alive? Her body
was weakening more and more .. she was barely able to stand under the pressure

of exhaustion and misery. Was she going to add another burden?

Quietly and without notifying any of her daughters, she went to the heaviest
piece of furniture in her house and started moving it from one side to another.
That was a common way of “abortion”. It is a homely and active “curettage”. The
fetus would come down and she would be relieved. Then she brought a cup of

kerosene and drank it to help in getting rid of the baby.

But God>s will was unavoidable. The kerosene had a negative effect and she

53



Aa-woo-ha unifier of the nation

Because his children were pleased to see their father’s gaiety, his daughter
“Fatima” decided to make a special notebook to write these songs and learn
them by heart. She then collected all the poems and songs said about Jaffa and

gave her father the two notebooks as a gift.

“Jamal Abdul Nasser”, the President who were adored by billions of Arabs
from the east to the west of the Arab countries, folded the page of the “triple
Aggression” on his land and compensated his people with a unity with Syria .. to
be as a “Pincers” gripping the State of extortion.. the State of enemy .. the Israeli

occupation State.

How many times would people use the word “Pincers” to draw
a simile on swooping down on Israel State, crushing it and removing it from
existence? How many times?

Did this “Pincers” really fling? and what was it during the six-day war?

This is what nobody knew and nobody will ever know.
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shared by unity of lovers

Brings us from door to door

With no barrier between the two

No one can stop what is between the two

No obstacle between the two

I am sitting on the pyramids

In front of me the meadows of Syria

I view them and view its noble people

saying to me Welcome good man

saying to me Welcome good man

No one can stop what is between the two

No obstacle between the two

And he trilled with the singer Sabah:

Aa-woo-ha and unity is concluded

Aa-woo-ha after austerity

Aa-woo-ha Jamal abdul Nasser
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Unity

Huda has never seen her husband Faheem dancing or singing. In fact, he
used to cry in his daughter’s weddings and let people around him cry too. The
wedding and farewell parties were opportunities for the father to show his el-
oquence. He would advise his daughter to follow the ten or twenty command-
ments on how to treat her husband and his family because she leaves the house
in which she was raised in to a house that is new to her and people she has never
seen before to live with a spouse who is strange to her and has different nature
and different habits. Therefore she should be a servant to her husband and he
will be a slave to her .. she should be happy to her husband’s joy and grieve to his
sorrow .. she should always help him bear calamities and be the wife that brings

good progeny ... etc.

That specific morning, Huda saw her husband chanting and dancing joyful-
ly, and waking up his son Mohammad and his daughters to memorize with him

- and for the coming years - the songs of Arab unity between Egypt and Syria.

President Jamal Abdul Nasser announced unity between Egypt and Syria. It
was one of the most important Palestinians> hopes in specific and the Arabs in
general that unity would be established between Arab countries in order to form
a fearful and strong nation that would liberate Palestine.

The Arab broadcasting stations - Egyptian and Syrian radios started off re-
peating the songs of unity .. and Faheem danced on the tune as he never danced
before.

He sang with the singer Mohammad Qandeel:

Unity never defeated by invader
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When the father was informed about his daughters detention and that she
was locked up in jail for trial, he praised her courage and asked her little brother

to send a blanket to warm herself instead of seeking to let her out.

Palestine and the Palestinian cause had always been in the middle of each
issue and in the heart of every individual in the Jordanian society. No occasion
or event passed without delivering a speech on Palestine or Jaffa by one of the
daughters or sons from different age or participating in a play about Palestine
.. or even joining a party or a political movement with the slogan of getting

Palestine back.
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On that day, the girls - with the help of women employed for such occasions
- start washing the house. Then they clean the stairs and the yards; decorate
the trays and use expensive sets of tea and coffee; and put the best ironed and
starched blankets in their places. After that, the girls prepare themselves and get
ready to welcome their mother’s guests and offer cups and glasses of juice, serve
dishes of Muhallabia (rice with milk) or Zalabia and Zainab’s fingers (Arabic

desserts) and finally coffee and chocolate.

Through these events, the mother’s connections increased. She communi-
cated with wide segments of Circassians, Syrians, Jordanians and Palestinians,
and in a short time, the families of her daughters> friends at school became her
own friends. She no longer felt nostalgic for Jaffa and Palestine. In fact, the Pal-
estinian cause and the struggle of its sons, the hideousness of occupation and
the hatred towards the British and the Jews has moved to the Jordanian society
and the Palestinian cause has become its cause. When the girls grew up and

graduated from school, they became teachers who carried their issue with them.

The teacher held one of her student’s hand, smelled it and said, “This is the
smell of imported soap .. I refuse that one of my students uses imported soap”,

and so all students abstained from using imported soap or any imported stuff.

She sewed a skirt for herself by hand and stitched the map of the Arab world
on it. She said to her, “You should sew your clothes and refrain from buying

imported dresses”.

All students loved the Arab world and the Arab unity and loyalty to one’s

country.

The political movements condemned Baghdad Pact .. and this ignited the
students> enthusiasm - with their teachers support. They rejected such alliance

and thus students> leaders were detained.
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Amman Society

Society in Jordan and in Amman specifically was a mixture of residents
who had come from different Arab countries and from ethnic racialism: Arab
Bedouins, Jordanians who came from the Arab peninsula with Arab emigrations
to the north, Palestinians who came to work in Jordan before the occupation of
Palestine, people of Syria who settled in Jordan for work as Jordan lies at the
southern part of Great Syria and where resorting was to flee from the tyranny of
the French occupation to Syria and Lebanon. There are also Muslim Circassian
emigrants who ran away with their religion from the Russian oppression against
Muslims in Russia, then Armenians and Druze .. a mingled society .. and finally
came the Palestinian emigrants in great numbers that might exceed the number
of Amman dwellers themselves. Some of the Palestinian emigrants lived in tents,

some bought lands and built on them and others bought houses.

The people of Amman mingled together quickly and in a strange way. The
Syrian, Jordanian, Circassian or Palestinian male married a Circassian or Pales-
tinian or Jordanian or Syrian female. There was no feeling of division, but rather
acceptance to each others and marriage relations among many families.They
called it the “Society of Ansar and Muhajireen” - like the brotherhood bonds es-
tablished by Prophet Mohammed between the people of Mecca who immigrated
to Medina (Muhajireen) with the people of Medina (Ansar). Families intermin-
gled and ladies started meeting each others in what was called “reception day”
- a day which the housewife fixes to receive her friends, neighbors and relatives

or is fixed by another neighbor or friend to receive her with other friends.

The reception day at Huda’s house was a day of rejoicing for everybody ..
it became the day which made everybody forget the tragedy of emigration and
being far from home. The furniture which they carried from Jaffa to Amman was

a basic element in tidying up the house and to welcome guests.
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The Palestinians in Lebanon, on the other hand, had another story that vol-
umes can hardly describe. There was no travel document .. no chance for edu-
cation or even for free honorable business. This in addition to religious racism
.. this is a Sunni Muslim and that is Christian and the other is Shiite .. here you
find the term “Settlement that turns digital scales of the religious majority” and
there you find the term “Security of the camps” .. this is “weapon of resistance”
and that is “weapon of factionalism” .. this is “Tel Al- Zaatar camp massacre” and
that is the of “ Sabra and Shatila camp massacre” .. this is “Samed Institution”
and that is the “Institute for Palestinian studies” There were also active publish-
ing houses which exploded the Palestinian creative energies and gave great re-
nown and fame to writers and virtuosos such as Ghassan Kanafany, Naji Al-Ali,
Abdulwahhab Al-Kayyali, Kamal Nasser, Kamal Al-Odwan, Yusuf Al-Najjar, Ali
Salama and hundreds of those who worked for the Palestinian cause in various
aspects until the Israeli hands of perfidy reached them and killed them at their

homes or in their beds with their families.

Haj Khalid stayed in Lebanon as he was not able to move to or from it. He
continued working with what was left of the “capability” of the Arab Higher
Committee and its leader “Haj Amin El-Husseini” very far from Palestine and
Jaffa and its cities and villages, but he kept on serving the Palestinian people in

the Diaspora.

When Haj Amin El-Husseini participated in burying Haj Khalid in the mar-
tyrs cemetery in Beirut, he recalled his patriotism and his struggle whether in
Palestine or when he traveled with him to Iraq and then to Germany to support
the revolution and the rebels or when they were in prison or in Exile and then
here in Lebanon after the “calamity”. His only son “Waleed” stood to receive con-

dolences. In fact, there is no real solace to those expelled from their own land.

Faheem stayed all his life unable to see any of his brothers or sisters who

emigrated to Egypt or to any other Arab country!!
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Aleppo camps, Lattakia and Homs camps enjoyed rights in many aspects but
suffered a shortage in many other affairs. They did have the right to study in
UNRWA schools or the schools of the State and its universities. They also have
the right to work in governmental and private institutions, but at the same time
they are refugees who possess travel documents which are not accepted in most

of Arab and foreign countries.

Nonetheless, the Palestinian who is laden with the concerns of his cause
opted to join a party that he thought might bring him closer even one inch to
his homeland. That what Saeed’s sons did .. they joined parties in Syria .. this
one with the “Liberation party”, that one with the “Muslim brotherhood party”
and the other with the “Arab Socialist Ba>ath Party”. Their concern was to ex-
plode political and national energies that may help them solve one of their lives»

dilemmas.

When Faheem could travel to Damascus for the first time to see his neph-
ews, he had a strange family feeling .. that is to meet a nephew or a niece after

the brother’s death.

The uncle returned with a sentence engraved into his memory for a very
long time and whenever he recalls it, he cries and becomes sentimentally affect-
ed. His brother’s wife said to him: “Very many days, weeks and months have
passed during which we find nothing to eat except bread with tea for breakfast,
lunch and dinner .. away from the endowment products and revenues .. from

the orchard and its agricultural crops .. from Jaffa bounties, its sea and pastures”.

Since education was free in Syria until university, the three sons graduated
from the university and worked each in his specialty .. medicine, literature and
economy. Some of them went to the university and some obtained the university
certificate while detained in Syrian prisons. Oh, how much the Palestinian suf-
fered in the Syrian prisons and how much these prisons ate from Palestinians

skins!!
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In the Diaspora

Because Huda was a cousin to her husband Faheem, she had a feeling that
her husband’s relatives were her relatives. She was orphan with no mother or
father and had no brothers. Her granny, who raised her, passed away some time
ago. She was remembering her husband’s brothers and their families with the

feeling that the geographical and time space between them is so distant.

Was the Palestinian able to travel after the “calamity” from one region to
another and from one country to another like the rest of human beings? How
many years did it take two brothers or a sister with a brother to have a first meet-

ing, and how was the life of a refugee in Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq or Libya ?

Faheem carried a letter that came in by mail from Syria and gave it to his
wife to read it. It was from the wife of his brother “Saeed”, telling them about the
bad health state of Saeed. After a while, another letter was sent to inform them
about his death!! Man dies and his brother cannot be with him or in his funeral
.. dies and his brother cannot be there to receive condolences for his death .. dies
and the brother cannot embrace his children to offer his condolences on their

father’s death!!

When Faheem managed to get a Jordanian passport, he went to Damascus to
see his deceased brothers sons and family. Oh how hard a disunion is and how
hard emigration is. With the least income the family could barely live without
a breadwinner in Damascus. With a travel document that proves the identity of
that Palestinian, the family lived a hard life without being able to move to any

country outside Syria!!

It is true that Syria embraced thousands of scattered Palestinians, but they
stayed without identity or a passport by which they can travel easily outside

Syria. Those refugees living in the camps of Damascus and its surrounding, in
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also confirming the inevitable victory of Algeria.

When the Algerian struggle culminated in victory, everybody - young and
old - felt that they shared in making that victory. In addition, the movie on the
life and prowess of Djamila Bouhired played by the actress “Majidah” had a great
impact on people and played a role in creating a beautiful feeling of heroism
and victory. Such feeling was enhanced by the eternal verses of the Arabic poet
“Nizar Qabbani’, which repeated by Faheem»s family members day and night:

Djamila Bouhired is the name

Ninety is the Cell number

In military prison Bouhran ..

And the age is twenty two

Two eyes like lamps of a temple

And the Arab black hair

Like summer

Like a cascade of sorrow ..

How many events by which history would be marked? How many victories

on one hand or defeats on the other hand were dated by Arab people and mem-

orized in their collective memory?
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fought to defend its canal, its people and its cities.

The family learnt by heart the words of national songs and repeated them

day and night:

Allahu Akbar ..

Allahu Akbar above the deception of the transgressor ..

Allah is the best upholder to the oppressor

Oh land, come and listen ..

Transgressor’s Army has come to kill me ..

By right I will riposte with my cannon ..

If I die I will let him die with me ..

Say with me.. say with me ..

Allah .. Allah .. Allahu Akbar

above the deception of the transgressor ..

And when Arab nations moved to support the revolution of Algerian people
on colonial France, enthusiasm filled the house of Faheem, his girls and sons
too. All schools, houses and streets were all talking about this revolution and
its heroes, specifically “Ahmed Ben Bella” and “Djamila Bouhired”. Part of the
student>s pocket money was allocated for supporting the Algerian revolution. At

the morning queue of students, the Algerian revolution was always talked about

as well as the duty of supporting it. The Arab radio broadcasting stations were
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History, Chronicle and Poems

Nations date its years with events that passed, like the year of the “tremor”
or the year of “snow” and the year of “calamity” then the year of “relapse” and

SO on.

The collective history of Nations cannot be erased from the minds of chil-
dren because children are double affected if parents interact at home with soci-

ety in common causes.

The years of “National Spread” had a significant effect at home, in schools
and society culminated in fending off the “Triple Aggression” on Egypt and
liberating Algeria.

During the Triple Aggression on Egypt in 1956, Faheem - as all the rest of
Amman residents - proceeded in painting the windows> glass with dark blue and
sticking the adhesive tapes many long and wide lines to prevent injuries of bro-
ken glass from the night air raids on Arab capitals. England, France and Israel
had already started a massive offensive on Egypt by land, air and sea forces as a
reaction on the nationalization of the Suez Canal by president Jamal Abdul Nas-
ser, who announced the canal a “Public Egyptian Company” through a speech
that moved the deepest feelings of every Arab citizen from one side as well as
the deepest feelings of the western imperialistic countries (England, France and

of course Israel) on the other side.

A wave of national sentiments circulated in every house at the length and
width of Arab countries expressing their support to the right of Arab nations to

own their resources and sovereignty, and standing with Egypt against aggression.

War stopped upon the request of the two great powers “Russia and America”

that ordered to stop the assault. That was considered a victory for Egypt, which
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people must prove themselves through good deed and education. After those
years lost on roads, vagrancy and lack of schools that suits the level of study
which she reached in Palestine and after she was cut off from school, taking into
consideration her dedication and success when schools opened in Amman, the
most appropriate and topmost objective for her was to continue her university

education.

The father, on the other hand, had a completely different opinion. Now that
the groom with high pedigree came, his choice would be a “decent marriage”
as marriage is the final aim for any girl in her age, and bearing in mind the six
other girls behind her - three of whom at least are young enough to marry - so

what is he waiting for?

Huda recalled the “diligence” and “carro” carts in Jaffa. When she was young,
the groom’s family had these carro and diligence carts. The first for vegetables
and workers and the second for families and elegant rich ladies. Now their son

is asking their daughter’s hand in marriage, so why hesitate?

- If we restore our country and if we return to it, then no one will be happier

than my daughter with this family, so why be reluctant?

Oh how much the “girl” cried for loosing her dream of studying .. but her
cousin was married before her for years now and gave birth to many babies
while still she was still studying. Is it logical that people call her an “old maid” or
“spinster”? and if she was late in marriage, then her sister “Izdihar” will be late

too. Will the community accept that?

Marriage took effect. If there is a measure to the level of richness in customs
and traditions in weddings - Amman weddings and Jaffa weddings - then the
measure would be in its lowest degrees .. for “Richter” seismometer has influ-

enced everything.
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Two Happy News

When Huda received the two happy news about her eldest daughter “Kam-
leh”, she was so thrilled. The first one was about being granted a scholarship
for studying in the American University in Beirut to get a bachelor degree in
Mathematics and the second was that a young man from Jaffa, whose parents

emigrated to Amman, proposed to her.

The groom was a prominent figure of Jaffas youth. His father is “Sheikh”
and used to teach students in Jaffa in “Kuttab Al-Sheikh” - A school in old days
where children sit and recite Quran with the Sheikh - before the British Man-
date, and then he headed towards trade. He became the owner of many orchards
and, lands. He traded in oranges and imported foodstuffs such as rice, sugar,

coffee, tea and spices which made him one of the richest people in Jaffa..

The Sheikh was teaching children as alms or charity for Allah the Almighty
because his money, trade and estates were countless and his balances in Arab
and English banks in Palestine were considerable to the extent that made him

feel reassured about the present and future of his children and himself.

When they became refugees and deprived from their trade and properties in
Jaffa, the youngsters got ready and called the merchants with whom they were
dealing and resumed their business again from Amman. Few years later, their
trade boomed again especially after some English and Arab banks released part

of their bank accounts.

The two happy news touched the father and the mother as part of rewards
which God bestow on his patient servants now and then or say between one

calamity and another, so which one should they choose?

But Kamleh>s choice was clear and obvious. Those scattered Palestinian
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estine and the Palestinian residents were prohibited to come near it neither by

sea or air or land.

People conversations were only about emigration, refugees, orchards, the
houses which were left full of furniture and the keys that they carried with them
hoping they would return. The house key became a symbol of emigration and

resorting!!

Faheem wished that he stayed in Ramallah and did not register with refugees
in Amman at UNRWA offices. He was not a real refugee. His work was moved
from Jaffa so he moved with his family as any normal human being in the world
and he can go back to it whenever he wanted like any normal person in the
world too. How could he register his family and himself as refugees? But he was

forced to do that or else none of his family can go back to Jaffa ever.

Faheem moved or say he immigrated to Amman and registered with the

refugees.

When the schools of Amman opened classes for girls in elementary and
secondary stages, and when “Zain Al-Sharaf” school was opened - Huda’s girls
were the first to enroll for nothing is better than to continue education especially

for those who were raised to realize that teaching was basic in their lives.

School started and the girls were brilliant. However, the stigma of being a
refugee followed the girls wherever they moved. The headmistress enters the
class more than once and asks, “Refugee students, stand up” .. they stand up
..“Refugee students, go to the school secretary to register your names” .. they
go .. “Refugee students, bring your provisions card” .. they bring them. Refugee
girls .. Refugee girls .. O God, how much deep the wound that this distinctive
feature left in their hearts. Their reaction, however, was more dedication, more

study and more excellence.
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sun rises and sets as if everything is alright?

Huda’s girls had many grand responsibilities.. the least was to carry milk
daily from a distance and on foot to the house, while Bakriyya’s girls had greater
responsibilities .. they were dividing bread and sharing a thin mattress, one room
and one bathroom. How many years passed in that situation? When were they
able to buy a land that was far from the center of Amman and the blind father
stood to watch building it by himself?

The blind father touched every brick added on top of the other and passed
his hand over it to make sure it was straight and not tilted .. every slab laid on the
floor, concrete pump-pouring of the roof .. every window opening, door frame
was supervised by Mahmoud with utmost care. Whenever the family had extra
pennies, the building expanded by adding an adjoining room, a bathroom and a
kitchen, exactly as his father used to do in Jaffa but on a different measure for the
money was very very little, collected gradually by his daughters and wife from

tailoring clothes for the neighbors.

All the family was shocked by the death of their beloved grandfather in Jaffa
where he remained and did not leave. He refused to leave his properties and
lands. As a result, a Jewish soldier shot him in his leg. He was then transferred

to a room in “Manshiya” quarter where he remained alone and forgotten until

he died.

Those who did not leave Jaffa were forced by the Jews to gather in one neigh-
borhood, and were surrounded by an iron fence exactly as you put fences around
chicken or animal farms. Even those who had houses - owned by them - were
prevented to come near their houses and were trapped in that neighborhood lest

they reject, protest or resist the occupation.

The Jewish emigrants lived in their houses; slept on their beds; and sat on

their furniture. Land, sea and air borders were closed around the occupied Pal-
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Years of Loss

They were years of loss for sure. One would cling to those who were around
him for fear that he might lose them too and Listen to the news of faraway
relatives through the radio and letters of longing. People died in the expatria-
tion without finding anyone to console them or condole anyone around him.
Expatriation .. Expatriation .. far from homeland .. from home .. from parents,

relatives and neighbors.

Neither Huda nor Bakriyya or Faheem or any person could imagine that the

situation would come to that end.

“Al-Zahra” School, where girls used to go to in white socks and black uni-
form with white starched collar .. standing in the school yard and entering class-
es while music teachers were playing the piano, all became just a memory that

the girls longed for.

Days were passing without schools and without teaching .. children were on

the streets and men without any work .. talks were only about resorting.

Flowers which used to fill the house every day from the orchard are no

longer there .. no one would dream to have them in the house any more.

Oranges that were in canvas bags (with red line) used to fill people’s houses

are no longer seen except in one kilo or two if available in the first place.

Robin’s summer resort and its soft sand like semolina or sugar .. the colored
and decorated Feast tents that were full of happiness and joy switched into refu-

gee tents, black blankets, sardine cans, flour and red sugar.

How could a person cope with such reality? How would life go by and the
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Little by little, families withdrew to better places. Some went to schools,
some went to mosques and others enquired about their relatives and took ref-
uge at their homes. However, most of them went to Amman where the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) was recording refugees in lists and
giving them refugees cards “provisions cards” to be able to receive their fixed

ration of oil, flour, sugar, cheese and dates to help them survive.

They said that UNRWA will help refugees until they return home, and each
refugee should register his/her name to keep that right in return. Whereupon,

the trip of torture started.

Faheem tried to know where his brothers, sisters and their families were.
One of his brothers emigrated to Syria with his wife and children; his sisters
went to Egypt with their husbands; his other brother emigrated from north of
Palestine to “Zerka» in Jordan; and his brother Khalid came back from exile
to Lebanon. All the relatives were scattered in the neighboring Arab countries.
There was no way to contact them or to make sure they were all right. He was

still feeling that he had a big responsibility towards them .. so what would he do?
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The Surprise

People finally managed to sleep under the trees, near the houses of the vil-
lage which they reached. The people of the village gave them some bread, olives
and water. Suddenly and after they took some rest, one of the young men saw a
donkey driven by a man. He quickly went to the man and requested to rent the
animal for only two hours. He took the donkey and went back to the road he
came from. He went back to his aged mother whom he left under the tree. The
old woman was still there and in a better state after she rested. He found her
sitting alone at the side of the road. He carried her and put her on the back of
the donkey and took her back to where everybody was waiting. People cheered

when they saw the old woman. They were all happy to see her alive.

While they were walking, the old woman leaned on her son’s ear and said,
“Do you know son what is in the waistband I am wearing?” He had no idea.

“forty gold liras, I kept them for such a day”, she said.
Those liras were the Antidote that saved the family in the disperse.
What an Antidote!! and what a disperse!!

All along the road, Bakriyya was looking forward to reaching her sister’s
house in Ramallah. But when they reached Ramallah, the situation was very bad.
At the house yard, tens or hundreds of emigrants were sitting on the sand. The
earth was their bed and the sky was their cover. The emigrants> state was not less

difficult than theirs.
Faheem and Huda welcomed Bakriyya and her family. Hot bath was the first

remedy to body exhaustion then came bedding and food and afterward they
started thinking of a safe refuge.
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- How can we leave her and where?

The old woman laid down under a tree and left everything to God. Every-

body continued their way as the caravan waits for no one.

All along the road and throughout her life and maybe after her death, the
question that will remain in Bakriyyass, Randa>s and Mahmoud’s minds as well
as the minds of all the children and the people of Al-Lidd: “Who sold who?
Who bought who? and why?

Young men, women, children and men continued their march .. sometimes
up and sometimes down .. tripping by stones at one time or being squeezed by
their shoes at other times .. Not to mention thirst, which was undisputedly the

master of the situation.

At that evening and when they reached the first village and saw the first well

.. there was the disaster .. everyone raced for the first sip of water ..!!
How a person is humiliated for a drink facing thirst!!
How a person becomes like a beast in front of his need to drink!! .. even his

feelings become savage and wild? Should he give water to his mum, wife, son or

himself? Who has the right to drink first?
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The Jewish soldier simply said, “Go darling to Amman to the king. We
bought this land, these houses and this furniture from him. We paid one Dinar

and a half for each one of you. Go and he will give you food, bread and shelter”

He followed his words with gun shots and he with the other man pointed
their guns at her. Everyone clung to each others. Then the soldier opened the

door and ordered them to leave .. and so they did.

It was a summer day, at noon. The girl held the hands of her father and her
mother-in-law - the mother of her husband. Her mother and sisters followed
them and they all went to where the Jewish soldier pointed. Oh what a mess!

They all were so perplexed.

Her husband wasn’t at home. Men were gathered in the city square. The Jews
kept on shooting bullets on women, children and youngsters to frighten them
and let them leave their houses faster. They all headed to one road. To the east

out of Al- lidd towards Jordan.

During their march, whenever people felt powerless and lazed in fast walk-
ing, bullets were shot at them from the back .. some were falling down and the

rest were striving to hasten their steps.

While the sun’s heat was growing stronger, people>s thirst was increasing. No
one of them took water or bread with him because they were taken out of their
houses quickly. Nobody took “zowwada” or what any passenger might need on

his way.
People continued walking. Exhaustion and suffering got worse. After hours

Randa’s mother-in-law could not go on. Her son carried her but he could not

walk. Everybody conferred about the old lady.
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Men stood in Al- Lidd square clapping their hands for the Jordanian Army
with their red hattas and greeting the soldiers with cheers and ululations. But
the Jordanian Army was not a Jordanian army. Soldiers were talking in a strange
accent. They were forcing men stand to the walls and shooting them. In fact,
they were Jewish soldiers in a Jordanian costume to mislead and deceive the

Palestinians !!

Bakriyya crouched down with her daughters and husband at the corner of
the house while Randa - the owner of the house - opened the door to a soldier
whom she really thought to be Jordanian. He was accompanied by another man
who did not talk. The soldier said to her, “Come on darling, leave the house you

and your family and give us the key”.

With complete astonishment and surprise, Randa asked him, “But How? and
why? How can I and my family leave the house? To where? This is my home and

this is my furniture”

Her furniture was still new for she was still a bride. She was in her first year
of marriage. Her bedroom was new. She bought it from the best shops in Jaffa.
Her dining room was also new. Nobody sat on it yet, neither guests nor relatives.
The curtains were the same as she first bought them. The bedroom quilt was

brought to her from America by her brother-in-law.

How? How would she leave all of this? Her clothes were especially made
for the wedding, long and short dresses, evening dresses, nightgowns, her spe-
cial lingerie and her shoes. Every bride in Palestine used to get ready and buy
every little thing from the underwear to the shoes. How would she leave all this?

Where would she go?

She gathered her strength and said, “But this is my home, how can I leave

it?”
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Nobody Knew Where the Other Left!

Bakriyya held her daughter’s hands from one side and her husband’s hand
from the other and set off not knowing where to go. Was it safer to go to her
daughters house in Al-Lidd or to her sister’s house in Ramallah? Their neighbor,
the owner of sailing boats, traveled to Alexandria in his boat after trusting his
house to their care until he is back. Her husband’s aunt went with her little kids
to Syria on a boat which left Jaffa Port with hundreds of women and children
on board. The sons of the other neighbors left with their wives to Gaza in the
south, some of whom stayed in Gaza and some — as I was told afterwards - left

by trucks to Egypt.

Bakriyyas father-in-law, Sheikh Abdullah, strongly refused to leave his
home, his orchards and his estates which he built by his hands brick by brick and
stone by stone. He said to her, “Go my dear with your blind husband. I will stay
here in our land. We will contact you when war calms down and then you can
come back to your house - God willing - honored and with your head up high.
Don’t worry about your furniture, the most important thing now is to reach your

daughter’s house in Al- Lidd”

More than half of Jaffa’s residents — the biggest city in Palestine that was em-
bracing more than a hundred and twenty thousand people - left it in the greatest
exodus, dispersed between the south, north and east or the west across the sea.
They all left their houses and orchards under constant and heavy bombarding.
There were death and devastation from one side and big hope that Arab Armies

would enter to aid Palestinian rebels on the other side.
When Bakriyya, her daughters and her husband reached Al-Lidd, the hope

to return to Jaffa bloomed and became closer to reality. Everyone asserted the ar-

rival of the Arab forces along with the Jordanian Army to Al- Lidd to protect it.
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The situation was really hard. Huda’s complaining increased: “The girls, O
Faheem .. the girls .. how can we protect them? They have grown up .. they be-

came young women .. what should we do to protect them?

Were Faheem and Huda running from one fate to another? Were they escap-
ing from the Jews and from the British soldiers? Did The fathers job allow him

to move easily between Palestine’s cities?

Faheem carried his furniture (chairs - tables - beds - dining table and chairs
- rugs - blankets - mattresses - cupboards — utensils - clothes) and even the
food stuffs collected by Huda fearing from war and from not finding like them
in the markets and moved - carrying them - from Ramlah to “Ramallah” Was
Ramallah really safer than Jaffa or Ramlah? or it is just that man is guided by

Allah and not given choice.

The truck carried the housewares and furniture. The girls sat near the fur-
niture and above it to support it so as not to fall. The mother sat at the front
seat of the truck embracing both her male child who was two years old and her
new born baby. The road was bumpy and going up to Ramallah increased the
burden on girls to protect furniture from falling. The scene of high mountains
frightened them because they only knew the flat plains of Jaffa and the beautiful

green pastures.

One or two months after they reached Ramallah, Jaffa fell, its garrison was

killed and the rest of its people were forced to leave.
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Departure and then Departure Once Again

The orchard was neglected as Khalid was still in exile with the revolution
leaders; Faheem was in Ramlah in his job; and Ahmad - after he finished his
studies in Cairo - went to work at the Department of Land and Survey in the
North of Palestine. The guards of the orchard moved with the rebels to moun-
tains to hide from the eyes of the British soldiers. The British soldiers damaged
Iskandar Awad street and a big part of old Jaffa to retaliate from the rebels and
the revolution. Arab workers at Jaffa’s port announced strike after finding out
big amounts of weapons that were smuggled in order to arm Jewish emigrants.
Jewish ships were downloading their loads of Jewish emigrants North Jaffa away
from the eyes of the Arabs. Those emigrants spread in Jaffars suburbs and built
their own houses in a fortnight. The British government helped them in the
fields of housing and construction as well as arming, which was forbidden for
Arabs. Problems were aggravated. A new Jewish city was built North of Jaffa in
an area used to be called “Tel El- Rabee” but the Jews changed its name to “Tel

Aviv”,

The armed Jews attacked Jaffa from Tel Aviv and the rebels sought help from
the Arab countries to support them with weapons to defend their city and the
Arabs promised to help but did not fulfill their promises. The situation were

getting worse .. Jaffa’s garrison was calling out for help but with no answer.

In Ramlah, on the other hand, things were getting worse and worse for the
family. Their house was in the far edge of the city. There were no neighbors or
relatives. British soldiers were coming and going from the garden of the house
towards “Al-Kobaniya” - their headquarters. At night, one could see continual
military exercises by Jews - as asserted by everybody - who were learning how
to use weapons. There were continual military movements. The girls were not
able to go out of the house. How can one protect the girls and the wife in such

location?
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She was also the one who took good care of his cousin and she bestowed love
and compassion to her, taught her and gave her good clothing. She was a mother
and a father to her during her studying stage and taught her how to recite the
Quman. She took good care of her as well after she got married, during her preg-
nancy and after delivering her daughters. She protected her and was keen that
nothing bad might happen to her. Now she is saying farewell to life before her
granddaughter travels to Ramlah.

In Yazour cemetery, Faheem set the grave and took care of its location and
building. He chose a good area saying to himself, “She loved life and fresh air.

I will build her a convenient tomb on a spacious land overlooking two streets”

He built the grave - “Fustoqiyya” — which is a room that is high above the
ground with a small vent like a window that is closed with cement according to

her will.

At that time, fortunately for Huda, Bakriyya’s eldest daughter got married,
while she was still fourteen years of age, and moved to live with her husband
in “Al-Lidd”, the closest city to Ramlah. The two sisters felt that Huda>s moving

would have a positive side as she might be closer to the newly married daughter!!

But destiny was hiding something else to both of them.
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Transference

In the morning of January 9, 1947, Faheem entered with a gloomy face and
said to his wife, “They moved my job from Jaffa to Ramlah and we are leaving

in days .. what do you say?

Huda was shocked. How could she move to Ramlah? To whom would she
leave her house? How could she stay away from her sister? Who would look after
her granny Um Hassan? And the schools of her girls!! The eldest daughter was
superior in her study at school and so was the second one. The third would be
enrolled soon. Their school is nearby and they was going to school on foot and
all teachers knew her daughters and treated them well. How would she leave to
Ramlah? Would there be schools as efficient as Jaffars schools? Jaffa .. The mer-
maid of the Mediterranean sea .. hoe would they leave it to Ramlah? It is true
it is far from Jaffa a few kilometers to the southern east .. It is true that Ramlah
was the Capital of Palestine when it was under the rule of the Turks, but it is a

city with no sea or coast .. How would life be there?

Before one year of the calamity, Britain was trying to separate governmental
departments into two divisions: one for the Arab officials and one for the Jews
officials as a preliminary stage to divide Palestine. Therefore, they moved the
Department of Land and Survey to Ramlah and hence moved Faheem to it, and
established another Department for the Jews in Tel Aviv, which was the core for

the establishment of the Jewish State.

Before Huda traveled with the children and after she said goodbye to her
granny Um Hassan, her granny died. She slept that night and did not wake up.

Was she sad because her granddaughter would go and leave her?

In Yazour graveyard, Faheem prepared the grave of Um Hassan. She was

dear to him because she was aware of his love to his cousin and kept his secret.
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son that she always dreamt to have.

Barrels were filled once again with sugar and flour, but this time for a joyful
event. Lambs were slaughtered and meat with rice was distributed to strangers
and relatives. “Mawled” ceremonies were held and the holy Quran was recited
for hours because joy was little in the lives of the Palestinians and seizing the

moment was taken by force.

The father traveled by train from Jaffa to Cairo in Egypt and brought pre-
sents and toys for his daughters and relatives. The older girls put the pretty
dolls in their rooms and on their beds. Bakriyya’s daughters also shared in those

presents, because Huda always loved to share her sister the wonderful moments.
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Ululation by Um Hassan

Huda delivered a girl after a girl. Bakriyya also gave birth to girls only ..
Huda gives birth to a girl and Bakriyya gives birth to another while their grand-
mother Um Hassan did not know how to divide her sadness and sorrow be-
tween her two granddaughters. The occupation, the British Mandate and Jewish
Emigration on one side and Huda>s and Bakriyyars daughters on the other side.

When are they going to have baby boys?

Each one of them delivered six girls and no boy yet. “O God, You bestows
daughters on whosoever You will and give sons to whom You choose and may
make barren whomever You will .. I pray to you not to deprive these orphan
granddaughters from having sons to be their support in this life. O God, you are

the provider, please give them sons and let me see my grandsons before I die”.

Um Hassan remained loyal to her two granddaughters. That night, the ten-
year-old, the nine-year-old, the eight-year-old, the six-year-old and the four-
year-old granddaughters stood beside their granny Um Hassan praying to Allah
with her to bestow a boy to their mother, who was on the verge of childbearing.
Their grandmother said to them, “sit sown my dearest and beloved ones, pray to

Allah to have a brother because the invocation of little girls is answered”.

The two-year-old girl didn’t understand what was going on, but she sat with
her sisters invocating to Allah that their mother would be in good health and

bring them a brother.

At midnight, Um Hassan went out to the terrace and started ululating again
and again while turning her face to that side and this side until all the neighbors
woke up. All neighborhood including the workers and guards stepped out. Fa-
heem rushed towards the old woman trying to stop her and let her get inside, but

all the neighborhood concluded that the boy arrived and that Huda delivered the
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Termination of the Strike

The economic situation got worse for Palestinians. Their works stopped, es-

pecially the proletariat “porters”.

Down the stairs and behind the main door, Faheem put two big barrels: one
for sugar and one for flour. Huda was in charge of these two barrels in addition
to her big responsibilities at home. Not a day passed without giving some sugar
or some flour to anyone who may ask. Not a day passed without exchanging
lamb, chicken, eggs or vegetables with the neighbors and relatives. If selling
stopped due to the general strike, there would be exchanging stuffs between

neighbors and relatives because the strike had to succeed.

After some months, Arab countries and Arab leaders intervened to stop the
strike and put an end to the people’s suffering. They assured the Palestinians that
they would work relentlessly on canceling Balfour promise and stopping Jewish
emigration. As a result, Haj Amin El-Husseini sent a message to the people of
Palestine to end the strike. The people of Jaffa received his message with strong
zeal. It is true that they were very patient, but patience has limits. Life had to go
on; young men had to go back to their businesses, students had to return to their

schools; workers to their shops; and fishermen to their fishing.

Life did go on but not as it should be as the Second World War was on the
doors. From one revolution to another, from a war to another and from a dis-

tress to another, thats how life went on with Huda and her family.

Strike continued - in 1936 - for six whole months, during which people
committed themselves of what their leaders decided. No selling and no buy-
ing; no schools and no working at any department. Just emergency sections in
hospitals, bakers to bake bread and certain matters that were very important in

people’s lives.
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the other hand, Rebels were asking for money support to buy weapons in order
to defend their lands and their orchards. His orchard specifically required more
than one guard to protect it from the Jews attacks. Who would do all that and

how this situation would be solved?

People of Palestine were all committed to the strike. They were also commit-
ted to arm the rebels. Prisons were filled with Patriots and Liberals. Khalid and
his companions were arrested and put in Jails. They were moved from one prison
to another. Prisoners continued Their activities from inside prisons, and thus
all the leaders of the revolution were exiled outside Palestine to a distant island
called “Seashell” in the Indian Ocean opposite to the African coast, Madagascar

Island and Somalia to be exact.

The British influentials exiled Khalid and all the Palestinian political leaders
to this empty island where nobody lives. A place that is full of the memories
of other Arab leaders who were previously exiled for the same reason, such as
the Egyptian leader “Ahmad Orabi” and his friends because this island, after
being seized by Britain, became the place to which all those who dared to object

against their colonial policy were exiled.

In 1947, the British people were prepared to leave Palestine. Before leav-
ing it, however, they instilled Zionists gangs loaded with all kinds of weapons,
whereas they prohibited Arab people from possessing any kind of weapons or

even knives!

When the British government set the political leaders at the exile free -
which was a very late action - the Zionist gangs had already put their hands on
Palestine and the big “exodus“ had taken place. Khalid’s relatives and all of Jaffa’s

people were forced to leave their homes and lands.
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Khalid in Jail

Faheem was offered a “decent” job in the Department of Land and Sur-
vey because he studied “survey” and he was an expert in lands and fixing their
borders. In addition, he had a good knowledge of the Palestinian cities and
villages, especially Jaffa and most importantly mastered English language. This
Department, which was subsidiary to the British Mandate, was always seeking

to employ good English speakers.

Faheem had to support his family, his wife and his brother, who was study-
ing in Cairo, and as well to support his brother in his struggle. The government

job would ensure fixed salary and high prestigious status.

Khalid sat alone with his brother Faheem. He said, “We will stop merchants
from selling their farm products; we will stop fishermen from catching fish; we
will close shops in the market; and we will urge people to stop working in gov-
ernmental departments and schools. The leader of Palestine Haj Amin El-Hus-
seini and the political leaders in the whole country have decided to declare a
general strike and to boycott the government of the British Mandate .. so what

can we do?”

It was not easy for Faheem to abide by the strike and to stop his business,
his trade and his governmental post because he was the one responsible for the
charitable endowment from the shops and lands, and he had to provide money
to all the endowment beneficiaries, the most important of whom were wife and
her sister Bakriyya. He was also in charge of marketing the orchard’s production;
its vegetables, flowers, oranges and even its poultry and animals. At the same
time, he was an employee during the day working hours in the Department of
Land and Survey. He was afraid that if he adhered to the strike, he would lose
his job while his house needed more money and his brother who was studying

Al-Azhar in Cairo was in a constant need of money for his study and stay. On
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wanted it to be ready when Mahmoud plans to get marry.

However, Mahmoud - the eleven-year-old boy - was fond of playing. He
used to play in the yards. One day, there was a fierce storm that blew sand in
Mahmoud’s face and his eyes were full of sand. He started to rub his eyes with
his hands and went home while the sand was still filling his eyes. He kept on rub-

bing them and calling his mother, who was close to him but he couldn’t sea her.

The Family was alarmed. Mahmoud’s father was frightened and took his son
to the doctor but unfortunately both his corneas were damaged and could no
longer be cured. Few days passed and Mahmoud became totally blind. His father
took him to Egypt to treat his eyes but with no use. People used to be happy to
go to Egypt but for this sad family it was despair. How can they be happy while
Mahmoud has no sight?

Mahmoud grew up and be came vigorous with a strong personality. He
asked for marriage as if Bakriyya was there waiting for him. Bakriyya was simple
and orphan girl with moderate beauty. If she sat beside her sister Huda, the bal-
ance would tilt in favor of Huda, who was enjoying a good looking, tall stature

and youthful skin.

Mahmoud proposed to Bakriyya. He was a groom that any family would
wish to have because he was from a well known family with lots of buildings,
estates and farm lands. But he is blind, so how can she marry him and live a

whole life with him?

After few days, marriage took place and celebrations were held. Some
months later, Bakriyya was embracing her first daughter before her sister Huda!!
The Almighty God is the one who gives and prevents, provides and destines and

is capable of everything.
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Bakriyya Getting Married

Jaffa>s families are known to each others. Jaffa is truly “Mother of Strangers”
as it is known because any stranger that is not from its original families, can live
in it easily with no trouble. Jaffa would embrace strangers and be compassionate

to them as if they are its children.

It is true that most Palestine’s residents were always dreaming that one day
they would go to Jaffa and, see its lovely sea and enjoy its shore>s soft sand. It
is also true that people in most of the Arab countries like Baghdad, Cairo, Da-
mascus, Amman and Beirut were eager to come to Jaffa to do shopping in its
markets and enjoy its civilization and cultural modernity. However, its families
were familiar to each others like Sheikh Shabans family, Al-Qalyoobi family,
Qolaghasi family, Al-Qambargi, Al Dabbagh, Al-Azzooni, Abdul- Raheem, Al
Dagani, Al-Hajjaj, Baidas, Al saeed, Haikal, Al-Dirhally, Shahabudin, Sakijha,
Haj Abed and a lot more.

The number of Christian families, on the other hand, was similar to the
number of Muslim families. There were for instance the Modo family, Al-Jelda
family, Jday, Issa, Ghandoor, Elia, Odeh and Al-Khory; and there were no differ-

ence in customs and traditions between Muslims and Christians.

One of the most important owners of estates in Jaffa was “Sheikh Abdallah
Al Azzoni”. Each penny he collected was spent on stones. He persisted on build-
ing houses, elevating walls, adding floors one after the other; dwelling in one,
transferring houses to his sons and leasing other houses to strangers. He had a
belief that the stone is more valuable than gold and cash. He was always ready
when one of his sons gets older to secure a house for him even before he gets

married for the house is more important than marriage and comes before.

Before “Mahmoud” got older, the father started to build a house for him. He
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Then how would ships loaded by Jewish emigrants be allowed to disembark
at Jaffa Port? How would Arab workers approve to receive and let them enter
their country? And how would they accept to let the Jews enter their weapons or

participate in downloading them to be used to kill their brothers?

Khalid, Faheem’s brother, perceived this danger that were about to inflict
Palestine, and so he dedicated himself to defend his nation and rescue his coun-
try. He worked with politicians and Palestinian rebels in an attempt to stop
Jewish emigration to Palestine and to prevent the Jews or their weapons from
entering Palestine. He was working with Palestinian Leaders such as “Haj Amin
El-Husseini” and with al the patriots in all Palestine’s big cities like Jerusalem,

Nablus, Tul karim, Haifa, Akka, Gaza and Asqalan.

How many demonstrations did Khalid lead? In how many assemblies to
reject the occupation and Jewish emigration did he participate? In how many
committees for boycott and insurgency against England did he share? How
many meetings with the revolution leaders and rebels did he hold? His role was
great to the extent that he could not attend the wedding party of his own brother

“Faheem” and his cousin “Huda”.

After some time, when “Haj Amin El-Husseini” accompanied by a number
of political leaders and rebels left to Iraq with the aim to support the revolution
and train rebels, Khalid went with him for he was his right hand due to two
reasons; he was a patriot on one side; and his was versed of the English language
on the other side. When they came back to Palestine, they were received by over-
whelming joy. Celebrations and reception festivals were held in all Palestine>s

houses, schools, mosques and halls all over the country.

That day, Faheems house in the Orchard shined with the lamps and decora-

tions spread all around celebrating Palestine leader and Khalid.
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With the Revolution

Only one member of the family didn’t attend the wedding. It was “Khalid”,
who didn’t have time to weddings and celebrations or to waste any time. His
work took all his time because he was a political man, struggling to protect the
land. Palestine was boiling at that period of the year 1930 and full of violent

political events.

In 1917, “Balfour” gave a promise to the Jewish community that he would
support the creation of Jewish state and the establishment a Jewish homeland
in Palestine. The First World War ended with the victory of Britain and France,
which divided the legacy of the Ottoman Empire between them. At the end of
the war, Britain was given Palestine to govern as a League of Nations mandate,
and thus a British High Commissioner was appointed to rule Palestine. The door
for the Jewish emigration to Palestine was opened wide and hundreds of thou-

sands of Jewish emigrants flowed in big ships to the Palestine coasts.

Britain started to fulfill Balfour promise on the ground by assigning English
managers at the most important official departments. English language was im-
posed and then the Jewish language on all official documents and registration
instruments of lands, real estates, houses, shops as well as the names of streets

and birth certificates not to mention tax and water departments.

In short, every aspect of the Palestinians> lives have been directly affected

due to the British Mandate and its policy of Judaizing the country.

Jaftfa’s Port was one of the most important ports in Palestine, from which
Arab workers were exporting Palestinian commodities to other countries of the
world or importing goods from around the globe to Jaffa Port and then to Pal-
estine and east of Jordan. Ships used to stop in the harbor either to load goods

from or to download goods on Jaffa Port and Palestine.
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Seven Pleasant Nights

As for Huda, maybe she was also dreaming of a better life now that she
has moved to her groom’s house in the big orchard surrounded by orange and
grapefruit trees in addition to chicken coops, rabbit houses, flower basins and
water pools. Her groom has also prepared a wonderful bedroom for her in the

family house.

The wedding took place on the largest water pool in the orchard. Faheem
filled the pool with apples, oranges, roses and flowers and then he illuminated
the pool with glow-lamps from every side. He even lit all the orchard’s passages
with long electricity bars with colored lanterns. The cooks were prepared to cook

lamb meat with rice for guests and relatives throughout the wedding days.

All the relatives and workers at the orchard - men and women - started to

celebrate the wedding of this young groom and the most beautiful girls in Haffa.

The family woman raced to help in Huda’s wedding while the hairdresser put

make-up on the bridess face and brushed her hair.

In Jaffa, Iskandar Awwad street and Jamal Basha street were both known to
any bride as the best places where she can buy her trousseau. Um Hassan in turn
was generous to her and bought everything that the bride may need because the
girl was very beautiful and everything would not only fit her but rather boost

her beauty.

Wedding in Jaffa means “seven pleasant nights” and seven different gowns.
The bride would dance while wearing each gown with professional dancers
usually called “Jinkys”, and our bride was truly beautiful and deserved a good
wedding. The groom was also young, rich and manly; so why not making his

wedding the talk of the town.
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Years passed. Huda did not reach 13 years of age when Faheem asked his
father Haj Mohammad to propose to her for himself as he could not stay any

longer without her or think she might be the wife of someone else.

Faheem used to follow Huda on her way to school and back from it. He also
helped Um Hassan in her shopping by sending her a carro cart to take her to the
market and back home with the groceries, and when his mother was planning
to invite her friends, he was always intent to make his mother invite Um Hassan
and her two granddaughters, hoping to see Huda even if remotely. When his
younger brother insisted on going to Egypt to study in Al-Azhar Mosque in
Cairo, he was determined to stay in Palestine and study in its schools in order to
stay close to the orchard and the endowment and above all, to remain close to his

cousin until his dream comes true and marry the most charming girl.

And it actually did come true ..

Faheem wore the white suit, rode the white horse and carried his bride Huda

on his wings, with the dream to live happily ever after.
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Bride and Groom

When Haj Mohammad called his five sons so as to send some eggs and
tomatoes from the orchard crops to Hudas house with one of them, his son
“Faheem” jumped from his place to take the bundle by himself and deliver it to

his cousin Huda.

- Me dad, I will take the things and deliver them.

Haj Mohammad was satisfied because even though Faheem was not his eld-
est son, he was the most energetic. He knew much about the orchard and took
good care of its crops. He even was following up the expenses of the orchard
and the workers day by day. He was aware of the exact number of orange boxes
to be sold in Palestine and the number of boxes to be exported to the Arab
countries or to Europe and to England. He was learning how to manage the
“endowment” quickly and skillfully. He even knew every member of the family,
sons and grandsons of their great grandfather who left the land for them, and

each one’s share in it.

Faheem picked up a bunch of roses from the orchard and hid it under the

eggs and tomatoes and took them all to Huda’s house.

He gave the bundle to Um Hassan and asked about Huda bashfully. Then,
and to hide his shyness, he asked about her sister Bakriyya and left at once.

Since that day, he kept on sending Huda>s and Bakriyyas shares from the
rents of land and shops on time. He even started sending chicken, rabbits and

cut Jews mallow.

The strands of love and passion started to fill his heart.
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Huda reached her house quickly and her granny stood by the door to
welcome her, but Huda didn’t see her granny or anyone else. She entered
her room, threw herself onto the bed and she closed her eyes tightly.

40 full days during which Huda was between life and death with
the fever all the time. She did not say a word. Her granny Um Hassan
stayed beside her trying to know what has happened to her, but she was in
a semi-coma. They took her to the French Hospital as her body and face
were full of red pimples.

Nobody knew what her illness was. Maybe typhoid, small pox, measles
or typhus? She was in good health, laughing and playing with her sister.
How O God in less than one hour she turned into something like a corpse.
What happened to her?

Um Hassan tried to question the youngest sister but with no use. May-
be she was stung by a snake? Maybe it was a scorpion? Perhaps she had
eaten contaminated food? Maybe .. maybe .. but the girl did not respond to
anything, neither medicines nor water bandages or boiled herbs. Even rose
water with starch solution had no effect on the red pimples!

Huda’s family stood by, fearing that this orphan girl would die any mo-
ment just like that. The news spread and reached Uncle Mohammad, who
arrived at the hospital suddenly after being informed about the medica-
tion expenses. He wanted to be updated regarding her situation. After all,
he is responsible for these two orphan girls because the endowment which
their grandfather had bestowed generates good income from renting the
lands and shops as well as the yield from orange, grapefruit and summer
and winter crops. He is in charge of this “endowment” - its disbursements
and revenues and he is also responsible for the aliment of the two girls in
addition to Um Hassan, the mother of their mother.

Maybe the fear of Huda’s death changed him!!
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shop’s door and there came that frightening voice again from behind a
huge office behind which Hajj Mohammad was sitting wearing his qum-
baz and white Hatta:

- What brought you here, Huda?

In a weak voice that barely came out of her throat she murmured:
- I came to take the money, uncle.

The man rose to his feet and rushed toward the girl violently:

- What money did you come to take?

Huda was frightened. She was just 8 years old then and her sister, who
was holding her hand, did not exceed the age of 6. The youngest sister was
also terrified and hided herself behind Huda, holding the tail of her dress
to protect herself.

The huge man came towards them. Huda had never seen a hand bigger
than his hand. She had never seen a man taller than him or a nose or eyes
bigger than his. His qumbaz was the darkest. Everything in him was scary,
especially that raucous voice:

- Go tell your granny Um Hassan there is no money. Did you
hear? We haven't received the rent yet and we didn’t sell the oranges. Tell

her to manage without the money with “the tiny girls”

There was no sound coming from the girl. She tried to hide behind
her younger sister. She stepped behind a little. She had no voice and could
hear no body. Her throat was dry and she felt as if her hair rose like pins
sticking her head. She rather felt her hand stiffening on her sister>s hand.
She rushed out of the shop without looking backwards.
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In the Name of Allah the Most Gracious the Most Merciful

She held her sister’s hand and rushed to the house of her big uncle, Hajj
Mohammad. Her grandmother, Um Hassan, said to her, «<Huda, Look after your
little sister. Walk on the sidewalk of the road. Stay away from “carro carts” on
the road. Come back quickly and don’t be late. Tell your uncle Hajj Mohammad
that my granny sends her greetings and demands her share from the land’s rent

as money ran out and we need groceries.

Huda walked with her sister Bakriyya to uncle Mohammad’s shop. All along
the way she was gazing at the shops on both sides of the road and from far
away appeared orange trees, grapefruit and poppy orchards. On the road, there
were “carro carts” pulled by donkeys and “Diligence carts” pulled by horses with
luxurious benches occupied by elegant men and women. She really wished to
ride this simple cart or that rich one, but alas! She was orphan with no father
or mother. She never knew the meaning of the word “Mama”. She did not even
remember if she once said it. Her sister beside her also did not know her mother.
They only had their granny Um Hassan, who was their whole world! and this
journey on foot to the shop of uncle Hajj Mohammad, with his long black “qub-
maz”, “Hatta” and “aqal” was the hardest job to do. Was she afraid of his Hatta,
his Aqal or his Qumbaz? Maybe it was his beard or thick eyebrows that scared
her most. There was something scary in that trip to his shop, but her granny Um
Hassan was insistent in sending her every month on the same date to demand
her and her sisters shares from the rents of the land and the shop, which they

inherited from their father.

The moment Huda reached that shop, she heard a hoarse husky voice

screaming at her face:
- “Who? Huda?”

She hadn’t said or asked for anything yet. She only appeared from the
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Our writer felt that there is a lot to do to serve her nation with its central
case by spreading awareness among ascendant generations with the history of
this cause bearing in mind what their fathers and ancestors offered and sac-
rificed to rescue Palestine from the clutches of the brutal Zionist aggression.
Hence, the writer published a series of heroic stories for children, in which she
recited stories of a group of heroes and martyrs, who died with honor while

defending Palestine and the rights of its people.

Many books were written and volumes were issued about Palestine’s dilem-
ma and what had happened to its people, but this novel “The Woman of Jaffa”
was written in a new approach where no detail was missing and yet displayed
in short. This was a tough matter to deal with, but the writer is truly competent
to address because she was dexterous in making readers live all the stages of the

calamity with her family.

Come with me, let’s read Mrs. Rawda’s wonderful novel and allow me to
thank her on this distinguished and sincere effort, for it makes you eager to
proceed until you reach the last page.

Doctor Mohammad Ali Hajjaj

Member of Jaffa Association for Social Development
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Introduction

He who knows longing suffers from it

From yearning to craving, the life of a Palestinian passes in “the Diaspora” ..
dreaming of the day of returning to his usurped homeland “Palestine”; whether
he was born on the land and eradicated by extorter Zionists or among those
who were born in the “Diaspora” and grew up with the love of Palestine and
eagerness to see it after the numerous stories and tales narrated by parents and
relatives .. how it was “heaven on earth” and how its people were enjoying a
happy and comfortable life before the Jews started their barbarian war against
the Palestinians and committed atrocities to force the dwellers to leave their

original homeland.

That is the situation with our dear and competent writer Mrs. Rawda Al-
Farekh Al-Hudhud, who is now facing a difficult errand in writing a autobiog-
raphy recalling the tragedy of her family when they were uprooted from their
beloved country “Palestine” and her own sufferance and struggle while pursuing
to teach her children, some of whom were forced to leave Jordan, the country
in which they settled down after the distress of 1948, to other countries in the
Arabian Gulf in order to earn their living as was the case with many Palestinian

families.

In a seemingly easy but rather challenging style and a spontaneous narra-
tion of events starting before the calamity of 1948, the writer, Mrs. Rawda, starts
by depicting a real image of the journey of emigration from occupied “Jaffa”
passing by “Ramlah’, the city in which her family couldn’t stay long because
Zionist oppression reached it and thus they were forced to leave towards the east
to “Ramallah” and then to Amman, where they settled while dreaming of “the

Return day” to Palestine.



and accuracy of the details. To her, I would like to express my special apprecia-

tion and thanks.

I present my thanks and gratitude to my sons, my nephews and relatives
who shared willingly with their opinions - either orally or in writing - on some
details. My sons: “Khalid, Shaden, Waleed, Omar and Salahudin Al-Hudhud”
My nieces and nephews: “Hanan Shaban” and her husband Doctor “Mohammad
Hajjaj”, “Basil Badran” and his sister “Hala Badran”, “Huda Izzidin” and my cous-

in “Taher Ahmad Al-Farekh”.

I would like also to thank my friends “Hala Al-Aqqad’, “Reham Husny
Hasan”, “Yara Al Barq” and “Lamia Saad Al-Nimry”, who read the manuscript,
praised it and suggested that I should increase its chapters:

My deepest appreciation to my friend “Mr. Abdulla Radwan”

A special thanks to the young gifted artist “Izdihar Hani Al-Afiony” for her

artistic painting on the cover.

Lastly, I take this opportunity to express a deep sense of gratitude to the

Ministry of culture on its support to print this novel.

Rawda Al-Farekh Al-Hudhud

June 10, 2012.
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First my Sister “Izdihar Faheem Al-Farekh’, who kept on reading it from the
beginning and after every enhancement or expansion in its topics, even after
correcting it in different drafts. My sister witnessed the emigration, experienced

it personally and perceived its details. Thus, she was a witness on the veracity
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Special Dedication

To the soul of my father and my mother
To the soul of my sisters, my brother
and his son

And to my sisters and two brothers






General Dedication

To Dr. Radwa Ashour and her Novel
(The Woman of Tantour)
To «Jaffa Association for Social Develop-
ment»

And the reminiscence talks






Rawda Al-Farekh Al-Hudhud
The Woman of Jafa
Autobiography



